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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA REQUEST FOR 

EMERGENCY CONTRACTING AUTHORIZATION 
 
Action Requested:  Recommend the Board ratify the Executive Director’s actions to use 
emergency procedures to repair UNI’s Towers Dining Center. 
 
 
Executive Summary:  On September 3, 2018, unseasonably heavy rainfall flooded a campus 
utility tunnel near UNI’s Tower Dining Center. Floodwaters caused a steam line in the utility tunnel 
to rupture and emit steam into the dining hall.  The steam then activated the fire suppression system 
causing extensive water damage. 
 
Executive Director Mark Braun then received a memorandum from University of Northern Iowa’s 
Senior Vice President for Finance and Operations Michael Hager requesting authorization to invoke 
Iowa Code §262.34.2 to institute emergency procedures to award a sole source contract to 
Cardinal Construction of Waterloo (see next page) to make all repairs. 
 
Executive Director Braun made a finding of the need to institute such emergency procedures and 
authorized the use of the sole source contract (see page 3). 
 
Background:  Iowa Code §262.34.2 (added in 2009): 
 

“Notwithstanding subsection 1 [competitive bidding requirements], when a delay in 
undertaking a repair, restoration, or reconstruction of a public improvement might 
cause serious loss or injury at an institution under the control of the state board of 
regents, the executive director of the board, or the board, shall make a finding of 
the need to institute emergency procedures under this subsection.  The board by 
separate action shall approve the emergency procedures to be employed.” 
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