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 SEPTEMBER 17-18, 2025 
 

Contact: Mark Braun 
 

CENTER FOR INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 
 
Action Requested: Consider approval of the Advisory Council for the Center for Intellectual 
Freedom at the University of Iowa.   
Executive Summary:  House File 437, signed into law on June 11th, 2025, requires the 
creation of the Center for Intellectual Freedom at the University of Iowa under the purview of the 
Board of Regents. The law requires the creation of an Advisory Council no later than December 
31, 2025.   
The responsibilities of the Advisory Council include developing by-laws, subject to approval by 
the Board of Regents, and conducting a national search to hire a director for the Center.  House 
File 437 also requires the Council to have a minimum of 9 members, with a majority serving 
four-year terms and the remaining members serving two-year terms.    

Proposal: Appoint the following members to the Advisory Council, with terms as specified 
below. 

 
Four-Year Terms 

Regent Chris Hensley (Chair) 

Regent Robert Cramer 

Regent Kurt Tjaden 

Carlos Carvalho 

Reynolds Cramer  

John Hendrickson  

Joshua Katz 

Sergiu Klainerman 

Richard Lowery 

Ivan Marinovic 

Liz Mathis  

Peter Matthes (SUI Representative) 

Nicola Persico 

Joshua Rauh 

Harald Uhlig 

Mike Whalen 

 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=91&ba=HF437
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Two-Year Terms 

Dorian Abbot 

Mark Bauerlein 

Daniel Bonevac 

Ambassador Terry Branstad  

Thomas Gallanis 

Congressman Greg Ganske  

Steve Lacy 

Jim Lindenmayer  

Wilfred McClay 

Mike Richards 

 


