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Executive Summary: Iowa State University’s Digital Ag Innovation Laboratory specializes in 
developing technology and products to make agriculture more productive, efficient and profitable. 
The program includes more than 50 staff and graduate students focused on agricultural 
technology, including precision and digital agriculture, data analytics, machine learning and aerial 
imagery systems. Work in these areas has led to 89 U.S. patents and licensed technologies, and 
more than $75 million in grant funding. 
 
Presenter Bio: Dr. Matt Darr, a professor of agricultural and biosystems engineering, is the John 
Deere Endowed Chair in Ag Innovation, and leader of the Digital Ag Innovation Laboratory.  
 
Additionally, Dr. Darr serves as administrative leader for the Iowa State University BioCentury 
Research Farm, a first-in-the-nation integrated research and demonstration facility dedicated to 
biomass production and processing. The farm supports more than 50 sponsored research and 
industry service projects each year. More than 260 undergraduate students who have been 
employed at the facility have gone on to careers at leading companies in the agriculture and 
engineering industries, including John Deere, Caterpillar, Inc., Corteva, Gross Wen Technologies 
and SpaceX. 
 
As an educator, Dr. Darr serves as the lead instructor for Iowa State courses related to precision 
agriculture and agricultural machinery electronics. 


