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REQUEST FOR A COLLEGE NAME CHANGE AT IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY: COLLEGE 
OF HUMAN SCIENCES  

 
 
 
Action Requested:  Consider approval of the request by Iowa State University to rename the 
College of Human Sciences to the College of Health and Human Sciences. 
 
The Board office supports approval of this request. 
 
 
Reason for proposed change. Strong programs, research, and outreach across various 
dimensions of health are part of the ISU College of Human Sciences’ current offerings. A 
commitment to health is reflected in the college’s mission, vision, strategic plan and key 
outcomes. Students can pursue many health-related career fields with programs offered by the 
college. An update to the “College of Health and Human Sciences” name reflects this work in 
teaching, research, and in extension/outreach programs throughout the college. The addition of 
health to the college name aids in communicating the health-related focus to students, employers, 
and stakeholders. 
 
In November 2022, the Association of Public and Land Grant Universities (of which ISU is a 
member) Board on Human Sciences changed its name to the Board on Health and Human 
Sciences. The addition of health to the name was a result of a strategic planning process. The 
board's disciplines focus on healthy families, communities and individuals with an applied 
approach of improving health and well-being through research, teaching, service and outreach. 
Of the 10 Iowa State University peer institutions, six have colleges similar to the College of Human 
Sciences. Four of these six have the word health in their college name. Based upon conversations 
with university leaders, other peer institutions are considering the addition of health to their 
respective college names. 
 

Iowa State Peer Institutions: 
Colorado State University, College of Health and Human Sciences 
Kansas State University, College of Health and Human Sciences 
Purdue University, College of Health and Human Sciences 
Oregon State University, College of Health 
 
Other Public Land-Grant Universities with College of Health and Human Sciences: 
Texas Tech University, College of Health and Human Sciences 
Northern Illinois University, College of Health and Human Sciences 
North Dakota State University, College of Health and Human Sciences 
 
Public and Land-Grant Institutions with similar college that have health as part of the 
name: 
Florida State University, College of Education, Health and Human Sciences 
Pennsylvania State University, College of Health and Human Development 
University of Idaho, College of Education, Health and Human Sciences 
University of Tennessee, College of Education, Health and Human Sciences 
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Engagement in health-related teaching, research, outreach, and student career outcomes is 
reflected throughout the actions within the college at ISU and is a core piece of the strategic 
direction. Adding health to the college name is in alignment with national peers and with the 
mission and vision of the college. 
 
Effect on students. No disruption to current students is expected. This change does not impact 
the curriculum of current programs (majors, minors, certificates, etc.). 
 
Effect on accreditation. There are no issues with accreditation. This change does not impact 
the curriculum of accredited programs. Accrediting agencies will be notified as per their guidelines 
of the College name change. 
  
Effect on resources. There is no expected resource need associated with this name change. 
This name change will position the college for potential future research opportunities through 
emphasizing its existing health-related work.  
 
Date of implementation. Upon approval of the Board of Regents. 


