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MINUTES OF JUNE 12, 2024 COMMITTEE MEETING 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, LEVITT CENTER FOR UNIVERSITY ADVANCEMENT 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 

 
Academic Affairs Committee 
Jim Lindenmayer (Chair) 
Abby Crow (Vice Chair) 
 
Guests: Nancy Dunkel, Robert Cramer, JC Risewick, David Barker, Kevin Kregel, Jonathan Wickert, 
Jose Herrera, Lois Geist, Ann Marie VanDerZanden, Anne Marie Gruber, Mahrya Burnett 

 

Chair Lindenmayer called the meeting to order at 11:25 a.m. 

Approval of Academic Affairs Committee minutes from April meeting 
 
Approved by general consent. 
 
SUI New Center Request: Implementation Science Center 
 
Associate Provost Geist described the new proposed center and the role it can play in supporting 
work on population health. This will be multi-disciplinary and support public health, nursing, 
medicine and other areas working on rural health issues. 
 
University presentation: Supporting Student Success through OER 
 
Presenters: Anne Marie Gruber (UNI), Mahrya Burnett (SUI), Ann Marie VanderZanden (ISU) 
 
The presenters defined open education and shared that since 2018 students across Iowa have 
saved over $23 million in textbook costs through the use of OER. Textbooks, lab manuals and 
exercises, case studies and essays and homework problems are all things that can be created or 
adapted and distributed freely through OER. The universities have developed over 75 OER so 
far. 
 
Research shows that student success is supported through OER. The savings are important, but 
the added customizations and engagement opportunities also provide support for learning. OER 
can also have embedded artificial intelligence which is an  innovation. 
 
Regent Barker asked about what attracts faculty to doing this. Anne Marie Gruber noted that the 
stipends provided are helpful, but faculty also like some of the pedagogical and flexible aspects 
on this that enhance their teaching.  
 
Regent Risewick asked about how much is adapted versus created as well as what sort of peer 
review and quality control is done. Gruber shared that many are peer reviewed, but faculty are 
encouraged and trained on how to do reviews before they adopt new material. 
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Regent Crow commented that any course with OER was greatly appreciated by her. She also 
appreciated the easy access and quick access to course materials as a student at the start of the 
course.  
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, Regent Lindenmayer thanked ISU Provost Jon Wickert for his 
many years of service in that role and wished him well as he returns to the faculty. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:58am. 


