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REQUEST FOR A PROGRAM MERGER AT IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY: FOOD SCIENCE 
AND CULINARY FOOD SCIENCE  

 
 
 
Action Requested:  Consider approval of the request by Iowa State University to merge the 
programs in Food Science and Culinary Food Science in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences. 
 
The Board office and Council of Provosts support approval of this request. 
 
 
 
Reason for proposed change. The Department of Food Science and Human Nutrition currently 
offers majors in (1) Food Science (FS) and (2) Culinary Food Science (CuFS).  The proposal is 
to merge these majors into one major, Food Science, with two options: (1) Food Technology and 
(2) Culinary Science. 
 
While the current Food Science and Culinary Food Science majors have distinct differences, there 
is also overlap in the courses required in each major and career opportunities.  This has led to 
some confusion with respect to recruitment of students into the Food Science and Culinary Food 
Science majors. In addition, in a review of majors by a university-wide committee convened by 
the Provost’s Office to determine if program names that are identifiable and discoverable by 
students, these programs were identified as programs needing review. 
 
The merger of these two related majors into one major with two options is proposed to emphasize 
the common focus of the two options in developing student expertise in food chemistry, food 
microbiology, food quality and sensory evaluation, and food product development.  There are 90 
credits of general education and core Food Science courses for both options, with 30 credits 
unique to the two options. Students choosing the Food Technology option will take additional 
courses with greater emphasis on food analysis, food engineering and food processing.  Students 
selecting the Culinary Science option will take additional courses in culinary skills and hospitality 
management. The career opportunities for students in the Culinary Science option and Food 
Technology option are shown in Figure 1. 
 
Through the merger of these two majors into one major, the goal is to increase enrollment by 
attracting students that are interested in the application of the basic sciences to the quality, safety 
and nutritional value of foods.  Through advising, students will have the opportunity to select the 
option that best fits their interests. 
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Figure 1. Comparison of career opportunities for students majoring in Food Science with options 
in Culinary Science and Food Technology. 
 
Effect on students. Current students and alumni of the Food Science and Culinary Food Science 
majors were surveyed to determine their support of the merger of the majors.  Overall, both 
students and alumni were supportive of the proposed major. 
 

Table 1. Survey of Food Science and Culinary Food Science Students and Alumni 
regarding support of the proposed merger of the majors 
Support of Proposed Merger Students Alumni 
Definitely yes 12 (33%) 22 (49%) 
Probably yes 11 (31%) 13 (29%) 
Might or might not 6 (17%) 3 (7%) 
Probably not 7 (19%) 6 (13%) 
Definitely not 1 (3%) 1 (2%) 
Total Responses 36 45 

 
 
Current students graduating under the 2024 and earlier catalogs will major in either of the current 
majors: Food Science or Culinary Food Science.  Students graduating under the 2025 and later 
catalogs will major in Food Science and select an option in either Food Technology or Culinary 
Science.  Meetings will be held with current students to discuss the proposed merger of the majors 
and provide students with the opportunity to change to the 2025 catalog, if interested.  The merger 
of the two majors will not affect the courses offered to meeting the curriculum for the current 
majors and proposed merged major. 
 
Effect on accreditation. The Food Science major is currently an IFT (Institute of Food 
Technologists) approved undergraduate program.  The Food Technology option in the proposed 
Food Science major would continue to meet the outcomes necessary to be an IFT approved 
undergraduate program. 
  



IOWA BOARD OF REGENTS ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 10 
  PAGE 3 
 
Effect on resources. Updates to information about the majors on the website and recruitment 
materials will be necessary. 
 
Date of implementation. Summer 2025. 


