IOWA BOARD OF REGENTS AGENDA ITEM 4
JULY 29, 2026

Contact: Mark Braun

POLICY MANUAL REVISIONS
CHAPTER 1.2 — BOARD OF REGENTS COMMITTEES

Action Requested: Approve, as a first and final reading, revisions to Board of Regents Policy
Manual Chapter 1.2 — Board of Regents Committees, to create a new standing committee.

Executive Summary: lowa Code chapter 263C establishes the Center for Intellectual Freedom
(Center) at the University of lowa. Pursuant to lowa Code section 263C.9(4), the director of the
Center for Intellectual Freedom reports directly to the Board of Regents.

lowa Code section 262.12 provides the Board of Regents with authority to create committees
from its own members or others, and formulate and establish such rules, outline such policies
and prescribe such procedures therefor.

Pursuant to Board of Regents Policy Manual section 1.2.C, The Center for Intellectual Freedom
Committee (Committee) is established, as a standing committee, to provide oversight of the
Center on behalf of the Board and to make recommendations to the full Board regarding matters
within its jurisdiction. Final authority shall remain with the Board except where otherwise
provided by law.

Membership: The Committee shall consist of the following members of the Board of Regents:

e Christine Hensley, Chair
e Robert Cramer, Vice Chair
o Steve Lacy

The Committee shall be staffed by the Director or Interim Director of the Center for Intellectual
Freedom.

Meetings: The Committee shall meet at least quarterly and at such other times as deemed
necessary by the Committee Chair.

The Committee shall report its activities and recommendations to the full Board at regular Board
meetings.

Responsibilities: The Committee shall provide oversight and make recommendations to the
Board regarding the Center for Intellectual Freedom, including:

Reviewing the Center’s annual budget, funding sources, and actual expenditures.
Reviewing the Center’s past activities, current initiatives, and future priorities.
Reviewing the Center’s strategic goals, opportunities, and challenges.

Monitoring implementation of, and compliance with, the requirements of lowa Code
chapter 263C.

Receiving updates regarding the Center’s academic programming and other activities
required by statute.

6. Reviewing the annual report required under lowa Code chapter 263C prior to its
submission to the Board and receiving updates on progress toward the report’s
objectives.
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7. Conducting the annual performance evaluation of the Director of the Center for
Intellectual Freedom and recommending any related employment actions to the full
Board for consideration.

8. Receiving reports and recommendations from the Center for Intellectual Freedom
Advisory Council and making recommendations to the full Board as appropriate.

Director Reporting Responsibilities: The Director of the Center for Intellectual Freedom, or
an Interim Director, shall provide periodic reports to the Committee regarding:

1. The status of the Center’s statutory responsibilities under lowa Code chapter 263C.

2. The Center’s proposed annual budget and actual expenditures.

3. Progress in developing and delivering academic programming, outreach activities, and
other initiatives undertaken by the Center.

4. The Center’s planned public programming and speaker activities for informational
purposes.

5. The Center’s annual report required by lowa Code chapter 263C.

Nothing in this policy shall be construed to limit or alter any authority assigned by law to the
Director of the Center for Intellectual Freedom, including authority related to personnel
decisions, guest speakers, and other duties expressly provided by lowa Code chapter 263C.



