IOWA BOARD OF REGENTS AGENDA ITEM 3c
JULY 29, 2026

Contact: Aimee Claeys

POLICY MANUAL REVISIONS
CHAPTER 2.2.6 - PURCHASING

Action Requested: Approve, as a first and final reading, new Board of Regents Policy Chapter
2.2.6.D — Prohibited Contract Terms.

Executive Summary: On April 16, 2026, Governor Reynolds signed House File 2500 into law.
House File 2500 establishes statutory restrictions on certain provisions contained in contracts
for the procurement of goods and services entered into by state agencies on and after July 1,
2026. The law provides that specified contract terms are void as a matter of law as contrary to
public policy.

The proposed policy incorporates the requirements of House File 2500 into Board policy and
authorizes the Executive Director to grant waivers when the Executive Director determines that
a necessary good or service is impossible to procure due to a requirement of House File 2500.

Proposed Policy:
2.2.6.D — Prohibited Contract Terms

lowa Code section 8A.311C prohibits and voids as a matter of law certain terms and conditions
in state purchasing contracts entered or renewed on or after July 1, 2026. This policy defines
the parameters for the Board of Regents’ and the Regent universities’ compliance with the law.

A. Covered Contracts.

a. This policy applies to all purchasing contracts entered into or renewed by the
Board Office or a Regent university on or after July 1, 2026.

b. For the purposes of this policy, the term “purchasing contract” means an
agreement for the procurement of goods, equipment, or services by the regent
institutions.

c. The following agreements are exempt from this policy and lowa Code sections
8A.311C and 8A.311D, including, but not limited to:
i. Contracts for legal and related services
ii. Real estate, easement, and lease agreements
ii. Investment contracts
iv. Employment contracts
v. Construction contracts, design professional agreements, and similar
construction services agreements
vi. Contracts directly related to or in support of the provision of healthcare or
clinical services, including any goods, equipment, supplies, or services
necessary to enable a licensed provider to deliver patient care.
vii. Intellectual property/commercialization/research/licensing contracts
viii. 28E Agreements
ix. Contracts entered into by or on behalf of an affiliated entity, including
purchasing contracts
x. Contracts with the Federal government or those that are otherwise
governed by Federal requirements
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xi. Hotel contracts for events occurring in other states
xii. Any other agreement as designated in writing by the Executive Director

B. Waiver Process.

a. If the Executive Director of the Board of Regents determines that a necessary
good or service is impossible to procure due to a requirement contained in lowa
Code section 8A.311C, the Executive Director may grant a waiver of the
requirement(s) to the extent necessary to obtain the good or service.

b. Arequest for a waiver shall be submitted to the Executive Director in writing. The
waiver request must include sufficient evidence to show that the Board Office or
university will suffer an interruption in business operations or other irreparable
harm in the absence of the waiver and that the Board Office or university has
exhausted all reasonable opportunities to prevent such harm through alternative
means.

C. Application to Contract Renewals. For the purposes of this policy, a contract renewal
shall be limited to those agreements that require the Board Office or university to take
affirmative action to extend or renew the agreement.

D. Governing Law and Venue (8A.311D). On a case-by-case basis, the universities may
elect to remain silent as to governing law and venue in covered purchasing contracts.
The university shall maintain documentation supporting any such election and shall
provide such documentation to the Board Office General Counsel upon request.




