IOWA BOARD OF REGENTS AGENDA ITEM 8
JULY 30, 2025

Contact: Mark Braun

CENTER FOR INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

Action Requested: Appoint Luciano de Castro as the Interim Executive Director for the Center
for Intellectual Freedom, for a term to commence immediately and conclude upon the appointment
of a permanent Executive Director.

Executive Summary: House File 437, which was signed into law on June 11th, 2025 requires
the creation of the Center for Intellectual Freedom at the University of lowa under the purview of
the Board of Regents. The law requires the establishment of an Advisory Council no later than
December 31, 2025, who shall be responsible for the search for an Executive Director for the
Center.

To facilitate the initial establishment of the Center and provide interim assistance, the Board office
proposes the appointment of an Interim Executive Director. Luciano de Castro, University of lowa
Professor of Economics, has agreed to serve as interim director for the center while the national
search is being conducted for the permanent director. The responsibilities of the director include
managing recruitment and hiring for the center, conducting a market study to determine course
demand and inviting guest speakers to the university.


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=91&ba=HF437

