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ISU REQUEST FOR CENTER TERMINATION:  CENTER FOR CATALYSIS 

 
Action Requested: Recommend approval of Iowa State University’s request to terminate the 
Center for Catalysis. 

The Council of Provosts and the Board office support this request. 

 
Background: The Center for Catalysis (CCAT), part of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
was created in 2002 to connect an interdisciplinary group of scientists and engineers in the 
development of fundamental chemical science of new catalysts and new catalytic materials and 
application for challenges facing Iowa and US industries. In recent years, the focus has been on 
developing novel catalytic processes that enable industries to limit environmental waste and 
pollution. 

Rationale for request to close: Over time, work in the center has evolved to more focused 
research, specifically requiring expertise from researchers in the field of chemistry. As such, an 
interdisciplinary center structure is no longer the most efficient organization. Additionally, some of 
the CCAT efforts have transitioned focus under the newly funded DOE Energy Frontier Research 
Center, the Institute for Cooperative Upcycling of Plastics led by the U.S. Department of Energy 
Ames Laboratory, and the current director of CCAT. 

Impact of closure: The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences staff will continue to provide pre-
award and post-award support for Pl's submitting proposals via the Department of Chemistry. The 
LAS College will continue to support applicable requests for cost share or conference support 
from faculty, through established channels. 

The dissolution of the center will result in cost savings from the elimination of the director 
administrative stipend ($4K/year). The CCAT has been a source of seed funding for research 
projects in the area of catalysis with much of the funding used to support chemistry graduate 
students in the summer, allowing faculty to extend their grants and to take on more students. The 
dissolution of CCAT means that some research costs will be shifted to extramural sources, such 
as grants and donor-funded professorships or awards. The fiscal year 2020 base budget for the 
CCAT was $94,412. 

The faculty associated with CCAT will have reduced seed funding available for new projects. 
Funds for graduate student travel to catalysis conferences will be reduced, but some of these 
costs will be shifted to extramural grant funds or to departmental funds. A closure date at the end 
of the fiscal year will provide time to transition remaining accounts from CCAT to the Department 
of Chemistry. There will be no major impact on undergraduate students. There is no impact on 
other units. 

Proposed date of closure: June 30, 2022. 


