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UNIVERSITY OF IOWA REQUEST FOR 

EMERGENCY CONTRACTING AUTHORIZATION 
 
Action Requested:  Recommend ratification of the Executive Director’s actions to invoke 
emergency contracting authorization to repair four water-damaged facilities.  The damage was 
caused by weather related, frozen water pipes which burst from 12/31/17 – 01/03/18. 
 
 
Executive Summary:  On January 8 and 11, 2018, the University’s Associate Vice President and 
Director, Facilities Management Don Guckert submitted letters to Assistant Director, Facilities John 
Nash requesting authorization to invoke Iowa Code §262.34.2 to institute emergency procedures 
to award sole source construction contracts to the following contractors (see pages 2-4 and 6). 
 

Building Contractor 
Field House: replace water piping, equipment, 
wood casework, ceiling tile, flooring, insulation, 
and wall finishes. 

McComas Lacina Construction, 
Iowa City 

Medical Education Research Facility (MERF): 
replace fire suppression piping, ceiling tile, 
insulation, exterior soffit panels, and wall finishes. 

Conlon Construction, 
Dubuque 

Medical Research Facility (MRF): replace water 
piping, elevator, drinking fountains, ceiling tile, 
flooring, insulation, and wall finishes. 

Woodruff Construction, 
Fort Dodge 

Samuel L. Becker Communication Studies 
Building: replace water piping, elevator, drinking 
fountains, ceiling tile, flooring, insulation, and wall 
finishes. 

Selzer Werderitsch Associates, 
Iowa City 

 
 
On January 9 and 16, 2018, Executive Director Braun made a finding of the need to institute such 
emergency procedures and authorized the use of the sole source contract (see page 5 and 7). 
 
 
Background:  In 2009, the following subsection (subsection 2) was added to Iowa Code §262.34. 
 

“2. Notwithstanding subsection 1 [competitive bidding requirements], when a delay 
in undertaking a repair, restoration, or reconstruction of a public improvement might 
cause serious loss or injury at an institution under the control of the state board of 
regents, the executive director of the board, or the board, shall make a finding of 
the need to institute emergency procedures under this subsection.  The board by 
separate action shall approve the emergency procedures to be employed.” 
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