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UNI - Schindler Education Center Renovation  FY 2015 State Request: $3.0 million
 
Schindler Education Center, which was constructed in 1972, is an integral part of the 
University’s teacher education program, with major classrooms and offices for the College of 
Education.  Renovation is needed to accommodate current curriculum programs and teaching 
methods since the facility has not been improved to meet current standards or demands.  The 
College hopes that all graduates of the College are technology savvy since more than 100 
districts in the state are providing 1:1 technology devices for K-12 students.  The renovated 
space would also create classroom simulation spaces in which teacher candidates can model 
practice in learning environments similar to those found in K-12 settings.  (The 40 year old 
classrooms are not conducive to this type of instruction.)  Other interior modifications would be 
made to classroom and office areas to accommodate new instructional methods. 
 
In addition to the programmatic changes to the building as summarized above, the building’s 
electrical and mechanical systems would be updated and exterior repairs made.  The University 
estimates that $8.9 million in deferred maintenance will be corrected through the renovation.   
 
The Schindler Renovation project is a key element in the University’s vision of being known for 
innovative education and preparing students for success in a rapidly changing, globally 
competitive, and culturally diverse world.  The project is directly related to the University’s 
Strategic Plan Goal 3, “Lead the state and nation in pre K-12 education,” including objectives, 
“Focus educator-preparation programs on developing 21st century leader practitioners at all 
levels,” and “Re-examine and adapt educator-preparation programs, formal and non-formal, 
focusing on 21st century skills and knowledge and the use of technology.” 
 
The requested FY 2015 funds of $3.0 million would begin planning for the renovation of the 
facility.  Funds totaling $29.9 million for the renovation are requested in FY 2016 – FY 2018.  
 


