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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
 

To:  Board of Regents 
 
From:  Board Office 
 
Subject: Creation of Department of Neurosurgery, 
  University of Iowa 
 
Date:  October 9, 2000 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Refer the University of Iowa's proposal to create a Department of Neurosurgery within the 
College of Medicine to the Interinstitutional Committee on Educational Coordination (ICEC) and 
the Board Office for review and recommendations. 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
The University of Iowa proposes to create the Department of Neurosurgery from the current 
Division of Neurosurgery within the College of Medicine.  The University believes that 
achievements of this Division in skill, quality of education, and extramural funding meet the full 
academic complement expected of a Department in the College of Medicine.  Neurosurgery is 
the only medical or surgical discipline that has its own specialty certification board and training 
program and does not have departmental status.  The University believes that the academic 
reorganization is necessary to advance the educational, scientific and service mission of this 
discipline.  The granting of departmental status will provide a strengthened basis for recruitment 
and retention of faculty, enhanced education and training, and growth in research productivity. 
 
Neurosurgery is a specific subspecialty within the surgical disciplines.  A 1980 survey by the 
Society of Neurological Surgeons demonstrated that 42% of neurological surgery training 
programs were organized as departments.  In 1990 the same survey reported an increase to 
72%, and it is now estimated that over 85% of all programs have such status.  There are no 
other neurosurgery training programs within the State of Iowa, but some do exist in surrounding 
areas including Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Missouri and Nebraska. 
 
According to the University, the Division of Neurosurgery currently functions as a self-
supporting, autonomous unit within the Department of Surgery.  This Division employs seven 
faculty, six of whom are tenured.  The Residency program at the University of Iowa is fully 
approved by the Neurosurgical residency Review Committee.  The proposal has been 
advanced by the faculty committee reviewing the Department of Surgery, reviewed by the Chair 
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and the faculty of the Division, the College of Medicine Executive Committee, and endorsed by 
the Medical Council, and is now being presented by the University for Board approval. 
 
Attached are the University's responses to the Board of Regents New Program Review 
Questions. 
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