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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
 

To:  Board of Regents 
 
From:  Board Office 
 
Subject: Naming of a New Center - the Information Assurance Center,  
  Iowa State University 
 
Date:  October 9, 2000 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Refer the request for a new ISU Center to be named the Information Assurance 
Center to the Interinstitutional Committee on Educational Coordination (ICEC) 
and the Board Office for review and recommendation. 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
Iowa State University is requesting a new center to be named the Information 
Assurance Center.  The Information Assurance Center will be an interdisciplinary 
center, drawing faculty from both technology-based disciplines and from the 
liberal arts and sciences.  The goal of this proposed center will be to move ISU to 
national prominence by enhancing education and research in computer security.  
The mission of the Center is to "strive to become the preeminent academic 
leader in information assurance through national collaborative efforts in 
computer security education and research." 
 
Information security has become a critical concern of both government and 
industry.  According to the President's 1998 Commission on Critical 
Infrastructure report, computer security is of prime importance to protecting the 
national communication infrastructure, and the report recommends increasing 
the education efforts in computer security.  Iowa State University, through the 
existing Information Systems Security Laboratory and the proposed Information 
Assurance Center, is poised to assume a leadership role in this area. 
 
The response to the Regent questions for approval of new centers is attached. 
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The appropriate administrators at Iowa State University have endorsed this 
action.  The request should be referred to the ICEC and the Board Office for 
review and approval. 
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