G.D. 15

MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Regents

“ From: Board Office

Subject:  Selected Federal Legislative Actions

Date: January 7, 2002

Congressional
Action

The week before the Christmas holidays, Congress approved se\)eral
measures that impact funding to the Regent institutions and students

‘including the authorization of the “Elementary and Secondary Education

Act’ (H.R. 1), educational appropriations for FY 2002 (H.R. 3061), and
the “Higher Education Relief Opportunities Act (H.R. 3086). Below is a

. brief summary of some aspeécts of these new programs.

H.R. 1
Title 11-A
Title 1I-B

H.R. 1 reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which
+ includes funding for various federal, state and local education programs
" including special education, vocational educatxon student financial aid

and teacher quality initiatives.

The purpose of Title ll-A is to provide grants to State Education Agencies
(SEAs), Local Education Agencies (LEAs), state agencies for higher
education, and eligible partnerships to:

1. Increase student academic achievement through such strateglés
as improving teacher and principal quality and increasing the

number of highly qualified teachers in the classroom and highly -

qualified principals and assistant principals in schools;

2. Hold LEAs and schools accountable for improvements in student
academic achievement; and

3. Hold LEAs and schools accountable so that all teachers teaching

" core academic subjects . in public elementary schools and,

secondary schools are highly qualified.

The purpose of Title 11-B is to improve the performance of students in the
‘areas of mathematics and science by encouraging states, institutions of
higher education, LEAs, elementary schools, and secondary schools to
participate in programs that:

1. Improve and upgrade the status and stature of mathematics
and science teaching by encouraging institutions of higher
education to assume greater responsibility for improving
mathematics and science teacher education;

2. Focus on education of mathematics and science teachers as a
career-long process; :




Funding to the
Board Office

$2.85 Billion
Appropriated

Small Decrease
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3. Bring mathematics and science teachers together with
scientists, mathematicians, and engineers to improve their
teaching skills; and '

4. Develop more rigorous mathematics and science curricula that
are aligned with state and local academic achievement
standards expected for postsecondary study in engineering,
mathematics, and science.

Title Il, “Teacher and Principal Quality Training and Recruiting Fund”
authorizes appropriations (up to $3.175 billion in FY 2002) for grants to
states. This new program replaces the Eisenhower Professional
Development Grants, currently administered by the Board Office for all of
higher education in the State of lowa (See G.D. 19). Ninety-five percent
of the funds will be allocated to local school districts, by formula, to
support activities related to teacher and principal quality. Of the
remaining 5% in the appropriation, 2.5% is allocated to the state
education agencies (SEAs) for a variety of purposes, and 2.5% is
allocated to state agencies for higher education (SAHEs or SHEEOs),
like the Board of Regents, for competitive grants supporting professional
development activities in core academic areas.

The approved FY2002 appropriation for teacher and principal quality is
$2.85 billion, which means that $71.25 million will be provided to SHEEO
agencies nationally for the current fiscal year. This amount will increase
in the future to the extent that the total appropriation increases.

The total of $71.25 million represents a small decrease from FY2001
Eisenhower appropriations to support SHEEOs. The current year's
appropriations to the Board Office is $555,079 for the Eisenhower
program.

H.R. 3061

FY 2002
Appropriations

'H.R. 3061. Congress finalized a $6.7 billion (or 17%) funding increase

for education, as a part of the FY 2002 Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education appropriations bill. Specifically, the bill provides
$29.6 billion for the President's elementary and secondary education
initiatives authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act, including:

1. $10.35 billion to help disadvantaged children achieve the same
high academic standards (Title 1);

2. $2.85 billion to consolidate and streamline existing professional
development programs;

3. $975 million to eliminate the reading deficit through scientific,
research-based programs (Reading First),

4. $387 million to cover the cost of developing annual state
assessments; and
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5. $665 million in recognition of the growing number of limited
English proficient children — to focus on teaching English and
expediting the transition into regular classrooms. Moreover the
bill delivers:

¢ $7.5 billion (or $1.2 billion more than last year) for
special education grants (IDEA);

¢ $1.143 billion for Impact Aid;

¢ $1 billion for after-school programs (21% Century
Community Learning Centers;

¢ A $250 Pell Grant increase, bringing the maximum
award for student aid to $4,000;

¢ A $72 million increase for TRIO; and

¢ $6.538 billion for Head Start, to ensure quality
improvements and training elements are fully
implemented.

See attachment The Federal FY 2002 appropriations for the U.S. Department of
. , .. Education that includes the programs noted above is attached.

S.1793 © -~ S. 1793 (H.R. 3086. Congress also passed in December the “Higher

"~ (H.R.3086) Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act,” which would authorize a

number of actions taken by U.S. Education Secretary, Rod Paige, after
the September 11 attacks, including suspending student loan payments
for military reservists called to service.

President President Bush is expected to sign these actions early this year.
Expected to Attached is a complete list of Federal FY 2002 congressional action.
Sign into Law

Robert JZBaFak

h:/aa/docket/2002/jan/rjb/gd15.doc
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