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ISD	  High	  School	  student	  council	  led	  discussions	  with	  all	  high	  school	  students	  and	  summarized	  their	  responses	  below	  
**some	  questions	  were	  combined	  because	  of	  the	  similarities	  of	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages**	  

1. What	  might	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  a	  regional	  model	  or	  centers	  to	  serve	  students?	  Regional	  centers	  
may	  be	  in	  four	  or	  five	  locations	  in	  the	  state	  within	  an	  hour	  drive	  to	  receive	  services.	  	  

2. 	  If	  Iowa	  had	  regional	  centers	  what	  would	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  maintaining	  the	  campuses	  at	  Council	  
Bluffs	  and/or	  Vinton?	  Would	  their	  location	  allow	  for	  them	  to	  be	  used	  as	  regional	  centers?	  	  

Advantages	  (+)	   Disadvantages	  (-‐)	  

• Students	  will	  be	  able	  to	  go	  home	  everyday	  

• Students	  will	  be	  closer	  to	  his/her	  
hometown/family	  

• Saves	  money	  for	  transportation	  and	  gas	  

• Good	  opportunity	  for	  parents	  to	  support	  
students	  by	  attending	  their	  school	  
activities	  or	  sports	  

• Socialization	  with	  hearing	  classmates	  

• Interpreters	  (lag	  time	  in	  interpreting	  
means	  always	  being	  “behind”	  hearing	  
peers)	  

• Inability	  to	  participate	  in	  after-‐school	  
sports	  due	  to	  insufficient	  amount	  of	  
interpreters	  willing	  to	  stay	  after	  school	  

• Not	  being	  able	  to	  have	  excellent	  social	  
interaction	  with	  peers	  

• Increased	  cost	  for	  daily	  transportation	  	  

• Travel	  time	  on	  students	  is	  taxing	  

• Stigma	  of	  being	  in	  a	  “SPECIAL”	  class	  in	  
a	  hearing	  school	  

• Feeling	  ignored	  in	  hearing	  classes	  

• Hard	  to	  make	  in	  depth	  friendships	  	  

• Large	  classroom	  size	  (less	  attention)	  

• NO	  teacher	  variety	  with	  one	  itinerant	  
teacher	  

• Limited	  class	  choice	  because	  of	  
interpreter	  availability	  

• No	  classes	  with	  all	  deaf	  students	  and	  
direct	  communication	  with	  peers	  	  

• Fewer	  teachers	  with	  signing	  abilities	  	  

• There	  would	  be	  no	  services	  for	  
Nebraska	  Students	  

• Some	  students	  don’t	  have	  
transportation	  or	  money	  for	  gas	  

• Services	  will	  have	  to	  spilt	  up	  to	  
different	  areas-‐	  not	  all	  locations	  would	  
have	  equal	  services	  

• Not	  enough	  students	  to	  have	  a	  deaf	  
football	  team,	  volleyball	  team,	  etc.	  

• Not	  enough	  students	  to	  have	  a	  full	  
offering	  curriculum	  

• No	  residential	  program	  	  
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3.	  What	  would	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  continuing	  to	  provide	  services	  for	  students	  who	  are	  deaf,	  hard	  of	  hearing	  
or	  deafblind	  on	  the	  campus	  in	  Council	  Bluffs	  and	  services	  for	  students	  who	  are	  blind,	  visually	  impaired	  or	  deafblind	  from	  the	  
campus	  in	  Vinton?	  	  

Advantages	  (+)	   Disadvantages	  (-‐)	  

• Blind	  and	  deaf	  students	  are	  able	  to	  remain	  
with	  their	  own	  communities	  and	  have	  
clear	  communication	  

• The	  tradition	  of	  ISD	  deaf	  history	  (as	  
highlighted	  in	  museum	  on	  campus)	  would	  
remain.	  

• ISD	  has	  a	  big	  campus	  for	  everyone	  to	  
attend	  and	  for	  the	  deaf	  community	  to	  
gather	  

• Both	  campuses	  are	  already	  established	  to	  
meet	  the	  needs	  of	  their	  students.	  	  

	  

• ISD	  in	  Council	  Bluffs,	  it	  can	  be	  a	  long	  
distance	  for	  students	  to	  travel	  from	  
home.	  

• Two	  separated	  schools	  can	  cost	  more	  
for	  the	  state.	  
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4.	  What	  would	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  providing	  services	  for	  students	  who	  are	  deaf,	  blind,	  visually	  impaired,	  
hard	  of	  hearing	  or	  deafblind	  on	  a	  single	  campus?	  	  

5.	  What	  would	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  a	  single	  campus	  being	  located	  centrally	  in	  the	  state?	  	  

Advantages	  (+)	   Disadvantages	  (-‐)	  

• Shorter	  distance	  from	  the	  hometown	  of	  
some	  of	  the	  students.	  

• Shorter	  commute	  and	  equal	  access	  

• Maybe	  more	  kids	  would	  come	  to	  
deaf/blind	  school	  

• More	  attractive	  to	  parents/students	  from	  
central/eastern	  Iowa.	  

• Too	  much	  money	  would	  be	  used	  to	  
build	  completely	  new	  buildings	  and	  
such.	  

• We	  already	  have	  a	  facility	  set	  up	  in	  C.B.	  

• Nebraska	  students	  will	  have	  longer	  
trips	  to	  get	  to	  central	  Iowa	  or	  maybe	  
they	  would	  not	  attend	  at	  the	  new	  
location	  

• No	  teachers	  of	  the	  Deaf,	  they	  would	  
have	  to	  relocate	  (and	  many	  would	  not	  
be	  able	  to	  do	  so)	  

• Might	  not	  be	  cost	  efficient	  

• Challenging	  communication	  for	  blind	  
and	  deaf	  kids	  together.	  

• Large	  deaf	  community	  is	  already	  
established	  around	  ISD	  and	  its	  rich	  
history	  

	  

	  



Guiding	  Questions	  	  
Advantages	  and	  Disadvantages	  as	  seen	  by	  ISD	  High	  School	  Students	  	  

 

 4 

6.	  What	  would	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  a	  single	  campus	  located	  on	  the	  current	  Iowa	  Braille	  School	  campus	  in	  
Vinton?	  	  

Advantages	  (+)	   Disadvantages	  (-‐)	  

	  

• More	  students	  may	  be	  willing	  to	  attend	  

• Blind	  students	  get	  to	  stay	  at	  Vinton	  (better	  
education,	  supporters	  are	  happy,	  students	  
don’t	  have	  to	  learn	  a	  new	  campus)	  

• Historic	  campus	  

• New	  friends	  

• Located	  near	  larger	  cities	  

	  

	  

• No	  partnership	  with	  public	  school	  for	  
deaf	  to	  use	  partial	  mainstream	  
program	  

• Small	  town	  

• Too	  small	  of	  a	  campus	  

• Challenging	  for	  deaf	  and	  blind	  students	  
to	  communicate	  with	  each	  other	  	  

• We	  have	  more	  students	  at	  ISD,	  greater	  
cost	  to	  move	  

• Renovations	  of	  all	  the	  buildings	  
destroyed	  by	  the	  storm	  or	  the	  building	  
of	  new	  buildings	  to	  accommodate	  the	  
students	  

• Longer	  travel	  time	  for	  some	  students	  

• Deaf	  Ed	  teachers	  availability	  in	  that	  
region?	  Have	  to	  relocate	  (many	  would	  
not	  be	  able	  to	  relocate)	  

• Don’t	  have	  resources	  to	  fit	  deaf	  people	  
like	  audiologists	  nearby	  

• Lack	  of	  Deaf	  community	  and	  support	  

• Smaller	  campus	  and	  less	  facilities	  

	  

	  

	   	  



Guiding	  Questions	  	  
Advantages	  and	  Disadvantages	  as	  seen	  by	  ISD	  High	  School	  Students	  	  

 

 5 

7.	  What	  would	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  a	  single	  campus	  located	  on	  the	  current	  Iowa	  School	  for	  the	  Deaf	  campus	  
in	  Council	  Bluffs?	  	  

Advantages	  (+)	   Disadvantages	  (-‐)	  

• New	  vans/buses/etc	  for	  transportation	  

• Ability	  to	  participate	  in	  extra-‐curricular	  
activites	  where	  everyone	  can	  sign.	  

• Dual	  certified	  (Deaf	  Ed	  and	  subject	  area)	  
teachers	  who	  can	  sign	  and	  communicate	  
directly	  with	  students	  in	  classes.	  

• Great	  leisure	  activities	  (ex.	  movie	  theater	  
with	  captioning)	  are	  available	  here.	  

• Omaha/Council	  Bluffs	  has	  strong	  deaf	  
community	  and	  support.	  

• Plenty	  of	  opportunities	  for	  field	  trips	  close	  
to	  school	  to:	  museums,	  parks,	  zoo,	  great	  
walking	  trails,	  libraries,	  etc.	  

• Able	  to	  draw	  more	  students,	  including	  
blind	  students	  from	  Nebraska.	  

• Access	  to	  buildings	  is	  user	  friendly	  and	  
wouldn’t	  require	  a	  lot	  of	  changes	  to	  add	  
blind	  

• Transfer	  to	  IWCC,	  LEWIS	  CENTRAL,	  
beautiful	  campus,	  plenty	  of	  space	  within	  
the	  school	  	  

• Closer	  to	  airport	  place	  for	  students	  to	  
attend	  Space	  Camp	  and	  Close	  up.	  

• Families	  are	  moving	  to	  Council	  Bluffs	  so	  
their	  son/daughter	  can	  attend	  ISD	  and	  
finding	  new	  jobs	  to	  be	  closer	  to	  ISD	  

• Access	  for	  Nebraska	  kids	  

• Having	  a	  beautiful	  campus	  with	  renovated	  
buildings	  (also	  LMC	  with	  gym,	  pool	  and	  
new	  high	  tech	  science	  lab)	  that	  could	  
accommodate	  more	  students	  

	  

• Location	  

• Transportation	  (lengthy	  for	  some	  
students)	  

• Communication	  challenge	  with	  blind	  
students	  and	  deaf	  students	  

• Fewer	  kids	  wanting	  to	  come	  to	  ISD	  

• The	  blind	  students	  will	  not	  be	  familiar	  
with	  the	  campus	  

• No	  resources	  for	  the	  blind	  students	  

• 	  
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8.	  What	  would	  be	  the	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  of	  centralizing	  the	  administration	  and	  coordination	  of	  services	  for	  students	  
who	  are	  deaf,	  blind,	  hard	  of	  hearing,	  visually	  impaired	  or	  deafblind?	  	  

	  
Advantages	  (+)	   Disadvantages	  (-‐)	  

• If	  the	  superintendent	  only	  has	  one	  office,	  
easier	  to	  focus	  on	  his/her	  job.	  

• Cost	  effective	  to	  combine	  positions	  into	  
one	  

• If	  there	  is	  one	  administration	  hopefully	  
more	  parents	  will	  be	  aware	  ISD	  is	  an	  
opportunity	  for	  their	  child	  

	  

• Cost	  money	  for	  the	  superintendent	  to	  
transport	  and	  do	  business	  at	  both	  
schools.	  	  

• Confusion	  for	  the	  one	  superintendent	  
to	  focus	  on	  needs	  of	  both	  schools	  or	  
have	  to	  split	  those	  responsibilities	  
between	  two	  schools.	  

• Overwhelming	  for	  the	  Admin	  to	  be	  
responsible	  for	  both	  deaf	  and	  blind	  
programs.	  	  

• Admin	  staff	  would	  have	  to	  relocate	  or	  
lose	  their	  job.	  

• Consolidation	  would	  cause	  some	  
admin	  staff	  to	  be	  laid	  off.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  


