Received: July 23, 2012
From: Donald Miksell

Dear Feasibility and Planning Study committee,

Hello! My name is Donald Miksell. | graduated lowa School for the Deaf in 1983. ISD has been very important
to me, my family and lowan Deaf children or community members. It was our school where we as Deaf people
grew up together as brothers and sisters. Together as a group sharing the same language, American Sign Lan-
guage, and Deaf culture, we had similar needs, communication desires, Deaf role models and experienced
equal access unlike anywhere else. For this | am proud to be an Alumni of ISD. | among many feel fortunate |
also gained leadership opportunities from ISD that | use up to this day!

In the future, if the Board decides to close, change or cut ISD, where will the Deaf children go to?

Mainstreaming in the public school is not an answer for all Deaf children, because they will be more insolated,
access will be drastically limited, and their communication opportunities will be limited. The interpreters need-
ed to meet their needs are not available for all these Deaf children unless temporary unqualified be assigned,
which should be avoided!

For four years, | was in a mainstream setting. | would say nothing worked! The lowa School for the Deaf had
filled my educational, social and personal needs. Sharing with me my wife, daughter, brother, sister, brother-
in-law, and father-in-law also went to ISD and cannot imagine going through the cracks of mainstream schools
and the deficiencies it includes.

Even today, we are amazed with the additional programs ISD offers. Bearing in mind the State pays the ex-
penses for the deaf child to attend public school, with additional expenses to accommodate them then adding
the interpreter costs. At ISD it is just one expense the state pays. The school does not need an interpreter in
different places, nor in after school activities. The school does not need to be concerned of accommodating
deaf people and making access possible whether in a school play, showing a movie, when students are into
group discussions, when students are free to interact with other students and in after school activities that are
suddenly announced.

If ISD should be closed, merged or have a major budget cut, please carefully consider my appeal
Money can’t solve,

The needs of the Deaf cannot be solved by thinking financially, because they will have to be deprived, discrimi-
nated or isolated if services are cut or they are removed from a Deaf school.

Donald Miksell
ISD - 1983

Received: July 26, 2012
From: Cindy Crawford

Thank you for listening to the thoughts and ideas of those involved in Deaf Education here in lowa. | have
listed several thoughts and concerns below that have led me to believe that the establishment of regional
programs in lowa is something that the Feasibility Committee, lowa Department of Management, and Board of
Regents should consider. In no particular order, here are some of my observations.

1. Having the lowa for the Deaf in the southwestern part of the state really creates distance problems for
families who live far and want to keep their child home but want direct deaf education services. Creating
regional programs in addition to the state would help address those families’ concerns as well as provide the
continuum of appropriate educational services.

2. Regional programs would allow for children to live at home but still experience the critical mass they so



sorely need by interacting with other D/HH peers. Currently D/HH students are the only DHH child with no D/
HH peers in their general education or special education setting.

3. Regional programs would allow for interaction with hearing peers and staff;

a. Students become comfortable interacting with not only Deaf but hearing.

b.  Students learn how to use an interpreter in a variety of situations.

c.  Students learn to advocate for themselves when an interpreter is required which helps prepare them for
life after HS.

4. The establishment of regional programs would have far-reaching benefits. Given the fact that there is a
shortage of qualified sign language interpreters in our state this would provide for the ability to draw from the
qualified permanently licensed interpreters in their area by sharing and pooling resources.

5. The current licensure law for sign language interpreters has no specifications for obtaining a temporary
license; this means that any individual with minimal knowledge of sign language could apply to be a temporary,
licensed interpreter and unknowing folks would not be the wiser to their actual sign language or interpreting
skills. It is imperative that the interpreter must be a qualified and skilled language model for the student.

6. In addition to not knowing about the temporary interpreter’s actual knowledge of interpreting skills, many
school districts hire and accept any interpreter with no real understanding of how to evaluate an interpreter’s
skill level, receptively or expressively. All three, the school district, interpreter, and deaf/hh student, are at a
disadvantage for not being able to ensure true, effective, clearly-conveyed and interpreted instruction in the
classroom.

7. | cannot count the number of times we have heard the horror stories of a D/HH student who was 1:1 in

a mainstream environment from pre-school through HS who arrived at college only to discover that their skills
are not what were reported to the college.

8. Astudent in a regional program would work with a variety of interpreters which helps to alleviate the
unhealthy dependency that often occurs between a student and an interpreter they have worked with since
pre-school.

9. The large district | am a part of currently has 16 interpreters on staff. Only one of the 16 interpreters has a
temporary license. The understanding of all the interpreters | work with is that their assignment changes every
year, thus avoiding the dependency that can result, and thereby increasing sign language receptive skills, lead-
ing to stronger language development and increased literacy skills.

10. Aregional program would provide more fluent language models including, not only the permanently li-
censed sign language interpreter, but also the Deaf Ed classrooms staffed by a teacher of the D/HH and hope-
fully Deaf associates who are considered effective language role models.

11. Most of us are well aware of the fact that most D/HH students in rural lowa are served by the special edu-
cation teacher in their building. The itinerant teacher of the D/HH typically sees the D/HH student once a week
for a minimal amount of time. Many times D/HH children require specially designed instruction that specifically
incorporates the use of auditory and visual language strategies in developing literacy skills. This does not fall
within the special education teacher’s realm of instructional skills.

12. Regional programs would allow for on-site interventions, consultations, direct services, monitoring and
data collection by a specially trained teacher of the D/HH, not a special education teacher.

13. | have heard that the Executive Committee is working to establish standards and benchmarks for D/HH
students in lowa. These standards and benchmarks can only be achieved by D/HH students if the instruction
is provided by a certified teacher of the D/HH. Special Ed teachers cannot fulfill the specially designed instruc-
tional practices required to meet these standards.

14. Regional programs work closely with the comprehensive school they are a part of to monitor and main-
stream students as their skills develop. This would allow for fluid partnering and responsibility for a D/HH
student in a general education classroom.

15. One argument in opposition is going to be the hour long bus ride for the D/HH student. | grew up on a
farm in lowa and lived 7 miles from town. Riding the bus for over an hour did not affect me adversely. | work
for a large urban school district and many of our students experience a 45 min. to an hour long bus ride and
they live in the same city as the school they attend. 2 to 10 miles in the city can take as long as 35-55 min. the
same amount of time it takes to drive 35-60 miles. The transportation concerns should be the least in consid-
eration for establishing regional programs.



Thank you for taking the time to consider the comments | have offered with regard to the establishment of
regional D/HH programs.

Respecitfully,
Cindy Crawford CI/CT

Received: July 30, 2012
From: David Williams

Hello,Board of Regards,

| am David Williams,

| was graduated from ISD 1979, Know kinda of last minutes to my comments,Cuz | can't make it appeal

to Vinton,lowa on July 30,12, my point reason why should keep ISD open default?? Cuz, | was raised from
School hood full of 13 yrs keys that learned lots of Social,education,sports activity deafhood devote through
life.. when go home feel less cuz not much communicate lack of public,family reunion make feel left out,and
knew that shrink of deaf students of ISD since few yrs, know sad cuz of approx 1985 cause sexual or phyical
abused report spread of media that how effect their parents began has keep dependent not go ISD instead

to mixed Hearing/Deaf district.special site well really not always one cuz these states does have same media
problem.,, my images if ISD closed could be collapse, deaf community life's break heart bad.. like fall apart of
circle life chain, | understand about economy issue of perspective under the Gov Terry Branstad, Stronger be-
lief presents of Feasibility ex ISD or students of favor keep ISD for good. if concern about $$$ might keep blind
can be acceptable to useful in ISD but seperate of two way deaf and blind sites activity we pay tax as overall
lowa citizens pay tax and figure out with pull some IWCC deaf can useful at ISD vocational and bussiness
classes too expense paid ??

thanks David Williams

ps.. hope help u understand whereabout feedback :)

Received: August 1, 2012
From: David Moon

as one of 3 former students '41,'80 and '83 we dont want to seethe school closed it has a lot of
memories for us and also save it for those who arent no longer with us i.e.my dad Eldon Moon
'41it be in the best interest to keep the rich history alive for the alumni who come to homecoming
every year because to close the schoolwld mean aendto the activites for past and current stu-
dents so keepit open for us to someday see it asa historical landmark thank you David Moon
'80

Received: August 2, 2012
From: Patricia Ewoldt Rowray

Sir,
| want to keep school for the deaf. Because | am cerebral palsy and deaf. |
love the school, active ,scout, sewing, cooking, sports, go shopping, movie and dance.
I want many deaf children go the school what do they need to learn. We want them happy.
| graduated last 1965. My parent are proud of me,.

Thank you,
Patricia Ewoldt Rowray

Received: August 5, 2012
From: Agnes Mundhank

AGNES MUNDHANK WEBER| WANT KEEP IOWA SCHOOL FOR DEAF | HAVE DEAF BEFORE
ISD | LOVE SCHOOL DEAF AND FUN




Dated: August 7, 2012
From: Daniel Keen

Aaigust 7, 2012

Supertenderit Patrick Clahcy
Iowa School for the Deaf
1501 Harry Langdon Bhed.
Courcil Bhuffs, 1A 51503

Crear Sir:

by name s W, Daniel Keen. Sy deughter is lasymee Keen, who has pust conciuded hebr first year at the
tows Schoal for the Deef. She graduated this year from the eighth grade, and loois forward to arbending
the mmith grade this year st the iowa Schoaol for the Dead.

We live in Ames; lowa and suffered through the pubdic schood syssam with laymee, 1o the point
of daily frustration. kéy wife 3nd | had no idea whad we were going bo do with laymee amd her schooling
Joymee hated school and it was a daily uphill sinugghe just to get her to go every day: thers wers (ears
flowing every day. | 1l have viad memories of having to forcefully get her out af the car just 5o she
tould attend school- then driving away feeling like a terrible parant.

fxymee had no friends, she had no socal Iife. She was beramirg more withdrawn every day.
DCraily life wes being made fun of at school and always being lolated and et pul because of ket hearing
imgalrmes. n mondusion, laymee took it apon herself to do some research and found eut abouA the
lowa School for the Dead, | had not even heard about it and thought the expense would be way too
much. Omie we toured the campas and found cut laymes was sold on T and warfed bo give the schoal e
shot. it has been 8 mirachs thes Qst year, a blessing from God, The turnaroand in Jaymess growthas s
young teenager with friends has been amazing. She has & sacial lile pow and | am seeing her grow now
bath inwardly 2nd pirysically. She actsally wants to go to schoal and is Bappy and looks focward to her
hiture. Her life has come back.

| haed to winite this letter 5o youw understand what this school does. i's a file-changer; it ghes
thes= kids a ife; a purpose. a reason to (e and flourish. 5o 1 sould srecursge you 1o push 1o besp this
school open, as it is — o campus = a life for these kids = 3 future, it mears everything to them, No
Regianal Sies could ever replace whad they recehe and experience a1 the whoal, Mve seen the kids
interact and become normal human beings = You can't begim 10 barm ar progress iF you afe not even
accepted a5 equal — And the fallewship and atteetion they receive i the school is the best way - Yoo
can't even begin to think of any alternative. | Believe Thad the Best way [0 grow the school & to advertise
it — | kmow with all the monery concarma = But more kids = reans more money. | had not =ven known of
s existemce. AEA dORS & vty pO0F jof af Eiting peaple know — It seemed they were mone indined you
pushirg the children inta the lpcal sehaed districts, Thank you For bakeng your time and reading thes
Srtter. | hope you continus 1o ke 150 apsn anid flausfshing, You heve Ay total support in everything
you can do to continue the lowa School for the Desl,

—F 1 .

Dianiel O, Ke2pn




Received: August 8, 2012
From: Lois Lenderman

Hi from Lois (1.S.D. Class 1971). The superintendent, Patrick Clancy, of lowa Braille and Sight Saving School
in Vinton must meet all qualification for operating lowa deaf school. The superintendent of lowa deaf school

or any other deaf school must know well how to use sign language communication. Don't allow the Board of
Regents BEND SOME RULES to assign him with little qualification as new superintendent of lowa deaf school!

Apparently the state of lowa fusses that the budget is too expensive to operate a deaf residential school with a
little over 100 students. How can the state expect a larger number of students at I.S.D. since there are other
deaf students in public schools? Perhaps there are much less of deaf children in lowa than in old time. Does
the state have the estimate total number of deaf children in lowa? How many of them don't attend 1.S.D.?
Don't parents or students have a right to choose I.S.D. over "mainstream program" or educational interpreter
service in public school? The state can't deny their right for sake of budget problem to close down I.S.D. in
near future. The school is too valuable to worry about budget unless the reduced budget hurt or downgrade
the school. 1.S.D. is the only one deaf school lowa has. 1.S.D. should be respected equally as any public
school for educating deaf children! | saw the list how much the state budgeted for I.S.D. each year from 2002
to 2012. Remind the state officials that public schools don't include residential expenses. How much would
a public school cost if it includes residential expenses for most hearing students? | bet much more than 1.S.D.
How about state's budget for some residential colleges in lowa? Huh?

Continued on next page.
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Submitted: August 15, 2012
From: Frank Turk

15 August 2012

Dir. Craig A. Lang, President

Dear D, Craig:

It yust came to my attention that a special “Town Hall” meeting 15 scheduled for
Monday, August 27", involving those with irrevocable interest in the future of the Towa
School for the Deaf (ISD). The primary purpose of the gathering is to discuss ways and
means by which the same campus facilities may be most effectively utilized mutally
bencficial to the needs and interests unique to two distinetly different groups - the
dealhard of hearing students and the hearing blind students currently housed elsewhere.

As a member of the Iowa Association of the Deaf (TAD) as well as a deaf person who
was raised and educated in a residential school environment; and a lifclong educator and
leader of the deaf and hard of hearing community, [ take great interest in the potential
outcome of the meeting, Unfortunately, much to my dismay, 1 am unable to attend the
affair due to a long-standing commitment, hence this letter to you.

America down through the years has winessed quite a few successful cost-effective
schools for the deaf and the blind situated on the same campus. They exist as separaie
components of the total school commumily, each with its own budget sharing the costs of
the utilities. Their unique needs and interests are treated community-wide with respect
and trust. They have basically the same mission which is to provide a total educational
environment conducive to students’ birthright of independent living and self-
determination. The term, “total educational environment,” refers 1o the five domains of
learning and becoming — Social, Physical, Intellectual, Communicative, and Emotional
(5PICE as an acronym).

The concept here 1s that there is more to school than academic development alone. It is
Just as important o develop personal competency as it is to develop intellectual
competency. Generally, the academic curmiculum caters to only two of these five domains
— intellectual and communicative. The remaining three-fifths of the student’s total
education take place outside the regular elassroom.



Both schools subscribe to the whele student philosophy, not the fragmentary whole ...
education all the way from head 1o toe, Every child is legally entitled to an opportunity to
grow and develop in all of the five essential areas, not just one or two or three but the filf
five of them! Anything less, in my opinion, is tantamount to child abuse.

Given their ability to hear, blind students generally are capable of performing
academically and competing in all of these five categories on equal terms with their non-
blind heanng peers in the public school system. Not so for a great majority of deal
students whose barrier to total excellence in a public school setting is communication,
most notably deprivation of the use ol their first language, the American Sign Langnage
(ASL), which is a 24/7 standard at the ISD.

Ideally, so as to allow deafl students to compensate for the loss of sound experiences
and to be competitive in the real world, academic and after-school activitics (SPICE) are
mtegrated into the total school curmiculum. They are treated as one indivisible whole,
each building on the other in providing a total educational environment germane to
becoming all that is in the students to be. All five essential domains of leaming and
becoming are put into play stimulaneoustly.

Balanced academic and personal development is the cardinal goal of successful deal
cducation. This is conirary to the theory that il deaf students develop intellectually, they
will automatically grow in other ways, and therefore educators need not concem
themselves with “personal™ leaming.

If it should be rendered financially inevitable that the two special schools in lowa be
housed on the ISD) campus, T would hope that you and those in authority would seriously
consider two entirely separaie cost-effective programs. | have some ideas on how 1o
most effectively pursue this goal mutually beneficial to all concerned and stand ready to
provide whatever I may be of assistance to you. My first and foremost commitment, 60
years running now, has always been and always will be to the deaf and hard of hearing
children of America. I want nothing but the very best for them, their families, and the
deaf and hard of hearing community.

Sincerely,
Frank R. Turk

ce: Dr. Patrick Clancy, Superintendent, 1SD
Ms., Kathy Miller, President, IAD




Received: August 17, 2012
From: Robert Vizzini

17 August 2012

Dear Feasibility Committee members,

At the July 30th, public meeting |, among others, urged to keep ISD open for the educational and social benefit
for Deaf children. At the end of my message, | quickly gave two recommendations repeated here: 1) to include
at least one national recognized expert on the committee, and 2) to be familiar with the "Child First" campaign.

ISD's education and social opportunities are offered far better than many public schools, special education
programs or deaf programs in lowa. At the Vinton hearing, many Deaf adults and several ISD students testified
that their academic achievements, social well being and self confidence improved when they entered the Deaf
school. With individual differences, the Deaf school should always be an option. The "Child First" campaign
points out the merits of the Deaf school and public schools not suited to provide the LRE necessary for deaf
children

The Deaf adults and students’ concerns were confirmed by several parents and a few interpreters including the
President of lowa's Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (ISRID), Laura Lord. Again, In knowing the "Child First"
principles, the committee may realize see that transferring ISD students in any kind of mainstream or regional
program would be missing the changing trend of improved Deaf Education.

Based on the current interpreter shortage, signs indicate many more temporary licensed interpreters, will not
retain their licenses. The closure of two recent Interpreter Training Programs is another sign that this could be
a crisis for Deaf children who might have to leave ISD. We also know some educators and programs in the
mainstream schools are not as qualified as needed to be. There is no consistency. Maintaining this is far costly
and would remain a deficient for a decade or longer

Only several of the committee members know ASL and the many issues in Deaf Studies and Deaf Culture.

This again begs the need of having a national recognized expert "to guide the research and discussion" of the

committee. The June 6 B.R. report stated after meeting with the Director of lowa Office of Management it was

proposed to select committee representatives and to include at least one consultant expert, as stated in:
"Consultation support. Nationally recognized expert(s) in the field of sensory impairments will be
selected to guide the research and discussion of the Feasibility Study and Planning Committee."

(see: http://www.regents.iowa.gov/Meetings/DocketMemos/12Memos/June2012/0612_ESAC%2012.pdf)

These experts should know the merits of all eight questions first handedly, and give some resources or data.
We do not have a Deaf Education expert, or college level program in this field in lowa. Someone of this kind
of experience and knowledge could be obtained through CEASD (Conference of Educational Administrators
for Schools and Programs for the Deaf, www.ceasd.org), Gallaudet University's Deaf Education department,
(or American Society for Deaf Children, www.deafchildren.org, or a Gallaudet’s bilingual Deaf Education site).
National Association of the Deaf may recommend specific persons or organizations.

The Child First campaign should be familiar by the committee. Child First discussions began in Council Bluffs
among CEASD participants and has been moving forward to suggest some modifications that accommodate
Deaf children in the educational setting. They have begun their official position last year and shared it at the
National Association of the Deaf conference. It examines and addresses IDEA, LRE and IEP. Evidently, to plan
for the future of Deaf children, it could do more harm to proceed without heeding the recommendations. They
are hoping to modify the current law of accommodating deaf children. | cannot be certain on the implications
but from my understanding of Child First campaign, any effort to close ISD or set up regional schools, would do
more harm.



Thank you for serving on the committee and researching the eight questions. Please feel free to contact me
with any clarifications or further sources, for your research of a sensitive and important role affecting Deaf chil-
dren.

Sincerely,

Bob Vizzini
ASL Lecturer, University of lowa

CC: Board of Regents

Received: August 19, 2012
From: John Matthews

1. What might be the advantages & disadvantages of a regional model or centers to serve
students? Regional centers may be in four or five locations in the state within an hour drive to
receive services.

Advantages:
There is no advantages for a regional model

Disadvantages:
Too expensive
2. If lowa had regional centers what would be the advantages & disadvantages of maintaining

the campuses at Council Bluffs and/or Vinton? Would their location allow for them to be used
as regional centers?
Advantage:

ISD is part of regional center and some travel to ISD. Expertise is already there.

Disadvantage:

Pay five times the cost of staffing different area of expertises. Some staff members could be
high qualified or under qualified. All hearing staff may create audism toward deaf students.
3. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of continuing to provide services for
students who are deaf, hard of hearing or deaf blind on the campus in Council Bluffs &
services for students who are blind, visually impaired or deaf blind from the campus in
Vinton?

Advantage:

ISD continues to serve the students with LC programs, interactions with the other students,
staff, & AEA in CB.

Nebraska students continues attending ISD with paid tuition from state

Easier for parents and school districts to drop off at ISD from Nebraska

Community has strong connections with ISD.

Good role models at the site. Normal socialization for students and their peers. Efficient cost.
Serves in best quality & quantitative interests.

Disadvantage:
None

5. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of a single campus being located centrally
in the state?
Advantage:



Moving into central location may be nice but historically, not.

Disadvantage:

hard to predict if the students come to central, will it grow larger number?
It will start all over with training new staff

It will hurt Nebraska students to attend the central location

Takes millions dollars to build a similar campus as ISD

6. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of a single campus located on the current
lowa Braille School campus in Vinton?

Advantage:

None

Disadvantage:

Deaf students depends on Urban area

The area in IBSSS is too small for deaf students

Omaha, NE and Council Bluffs has strong cultural values

What philosophy will it be used at IBSSS?

Distance from home

Almost no deaf members around Vinton area that ISD students can look forward to. None of
the club organizations' supporting like Rotary Club or Lions Club. Council Bluffs' economy is
depending on ISD dollars.

7. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of a single campus located on the current
lowa School for the Deaf campus in Council Bluffs?

Advantage:

ISD has audiologist office, speech therapist, everybody does sign,
ISD has land across the highway & can build a blind school there
Deep root historically

LewisCentral across ISD

lowa Western Community College close to ISD

Close to Boystown

Easy access to ISD from Interstate

ISD has VP in every building

ISD Health Center

Council Bluffs' historically economy is depending on ISD dollars. It enjoys being associated
with the city in all aspects--social, psychological and political.
Omaha Metro Community College

University of Nebraska-Omaha

Disadvantage:
Distance from home

8. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of centralizing the administration &
coordination of services for students who are deaf, blind, hard of hearing, visually impaired or
deaf blind

Advantage:

More contact with Board of Regents & Legislators

Have a person in charge of both school centralizing in one location

Disadvantage:

Contact between the students & superintendent

Thank-you,

John Matthews,
lowa School for the Deaf Alumni 1979




Received: August 20, 2012
From: Mary Klendworth

Hello !
My name is Mary Klendworth , graduated ISD 1981. | want support our school for deaf children s sake. My
parent told me, | was 2 or 3 years old so they dont know what to do with me for my future . We went to lowa
City Doc . My parent wanted me to have deaf eduaction but no location around so doc told them that | have go
to ISD good education & make friends deaf for me. When | grown up ISD & missed my family too far home .
Now | understand why & Thank you , my parent and Doc lowa City . lowa City Doc told my parent If | dont go
to ISD then | will not happy when | grown up and not learn everything. My parent agreed with Doc , yes They re
right . | do agree with them too. Right now Im thinking of deaf children do need your help & keep open school
ISD , for deaf childrens sake. Its important for all of us & make deaf children better education for future . If deaf
children go to public school with hearing kids , they Il have no fun , sad sad . Please think & look @ deaf chil-
dren . | apprection you , Thank you .

Mary K.

Received: August 20, 2012
From: Alice Klendworth

To Whom it may Concern,

| am writting this letter to give u my support of keeping the
lowa School for the Deaf open to educate our Deaf children of lowa.
I m a parent who's daughter, graduated from the school in 1981. Her
name is Mary Jane Klendworth, now Zweibamer. She started at the
school wihen she was just 5, not able to communicate with us at all.

When she was 2 or 3 years old we took her to University Clinics in
lowa City where they told us she was totally deaf, they could not even
get a reading on her deafness.

They told us the best thing was to prepare to send her to ISD
because their was no teachers or school in our district that could
teach her. Especially a balanced education.

| went to the superendent of our local school, he told me, sorry
nothing in the school to teach her. So we decided to visit ISD. we
were amazed how happy these children were at the school, how they
loved the staff and teachers. The school was giving many
opportunities to broaden the childrens education. even thou they were
deaf. Sports, indoor swimming pool, lots for the children to do. of
course its, a residental school, Our daughter could only come home
every 6 weeks for a few days, holidays and during the summer.

We visited the school many times over the years during my
daughters educational years.

Kindergarden, grade school, and graduating from high school.
At first, she didn't understand why she had to be away from home,

but soon she did.
She was well educated at the school, had a good time meeting alll her
deaf friends, which she now e mails, and skp's. She just told me,
"mom" if u and dad not send me to ISD, | would not learn, | be sad,
with no deaf friends. In public school i just sit with 1 teacher, not
learn much. no friends, i am so happy u sent me to ISD.

"Mary Jane" sent me a copy of the e mail she sent u about
closing the school. She is concerned about the deaf children of lowa
and so am |.



Just wanted u to hear from a supportive ISD parents view.

Sincerely.
Alice Klendworth

Received: August 21, 2012
From: Candie

Hi my name is Candie.... | was on honor rolls for years before | went into mainstream school in my hometown,
my grades went down to around 2.50 GPA, almost didn’t graduated on time, | used to play sports, cheerleader,
girl scout, some more at ISD, but nothing at my hometown... | started to feel depressed, lonely and missed my
“sisters and brothers” at ISD.. It would not be good for it to be closed.... It gives other students more experi-
ence with deaf cultures.. It was very frustrated with the interpreter all day at mainstream school... missed a lot
of things such as taking notes, switched many classes and unsocial with hearing students.. Hope it will stay
open and help others learn more experience and have more enjoyable life at ISD!

Good luck!

Candie

Received: August 22, 2012
From: Jennifer Keaton

I, Jennifer Keaton, would like to request for a clarification on the applicability of the procedural safeguards in
placement decisions made by lowa Area of Education Agencies for all of those deaf pupils. | am concerned
about how placement team asses the individual’s needs. | am led to believe that the placement decision is
potential made based on category disability, the configuration of the delivery system, the availability of educa-
tional or related services, and availability of space or administrative convenience

That brings a concern for least restrictive environment provision of the IDEA and Section 504 is being inter-
preted in the public agencies in state-wide. A free appropriate public education (FAPE) for a child who is deaf
or significant hearing loss in a setting, including regular class that prevents a child from receiving appropriate
educations that meets his or her needs including communication needs is not least restrictive environment.
The communication needs and related needs make up the educational process in which this interaction, for
the purpose of transmitting knowledge and developing the child’s self-esteem and identity, depends on direct
communication. Given with the availability of interpreter service, does not remove the communication needs
barrier in which inherently isolation.

| am very concerned about deaf pupils in the state of lowa is being evaluated and placed. The deafness is
considered a low incidence disability, in which, there is not widespread understanding of its education ap-
proaches. That contributes to the existing substantial barriers for deaf loss students in receiving appropriate
educational services and supports. | am asking the lowa Department of Education and public agencies to
assess the placement decision to ensure deaf pupils are receiving the least restrictive environment educational
setting and not left behind in inadequately educational setting.

In overall, | am saying that lowa School for the Deaf is an unique school that offers least restrictive environ-
ment educational setting. It ought to be presented as option within placement decision made at Individual
educational Planning (IEP) meeting.

Received: August 24, 2012
From: Joanna Busch

| just read the summary of the meeting from the July 30 for the Feasibility & Planning Study Committee for the
DHH

I am currently a Communication Coach in the Cedar Rapids Community School District, and have worked with
preschool, middle school, and high school DHH students.



These students have all or will have in the case of the pre-k, experience the following:

- Mainstream experience was challenging:

- lack of identify as deaf of or hard of hearing person

- lack of quality interpreting services

- communication, including comprehension, was inadequate

- low academic expectations

- experienced bullying

- inability to fully participate in extracurricular activities

- socially isolated; deaf culture can’t be learned in isolation

And one that was not on the meeting agenda, is lack of family understanding the difficulties with using verbal
English to communication, getting self-understood with peers, teachers, staff, & family members.

**** Full access to communication is paramount*** VERY IMPORTANT

Suggestions that were noted at the meeting, the ones in bold are the most important to me:

- Consider increasing the 3 minute time limit for ASL speakers at the next public hearing.

- All blind/visually impaired students should spend one year at lowa Braille School, ***to interact with peers that
have the same or similar disability** This is paramount in their learning and developing self-worth and confi-
dence in living in a visual world when the student if VI.

- Don’t merge IBS and ISD. Being VI or D/HH are completely different and have different adaptive needs. Yes,
there are, throughout the US children that will be born Deaf/Blind or born deaf and become blind later in life
due to a genetic disorder.

- Get a national expert from National Association of the Deaf or Gallaudet University to present to the feasibility
committee. They are the experts and continuously researching, surveying, and collecting data on what works
and doesn’t work. Let’s not make the same mistakes other states have made

- Can we change admissions policies to draw students from other states

- Consolidate statewide service at ISD

- Educate parents statewide that ISD is an option-especially is the child is experiencing any of the following:

- lack of identify as deaf of or hard of hearing person

- lack of quality interpreting services

- communication, including comprehension, was inadequate

- low academic expectations

- experienced bullying

- inability to fully participate in extracurricular activities

- socially isolated; deaf culture can’t be learned in isolation

| wished when | was in school | had the chance to go to ISD. | have a 45-50 dB hearing loss. My self-con-
fidence/worth was very low all throughout in a mainstreamed public school and hearing college until | trans-
ferred to Gallaudet University. The freedom and ease of being in a classroom that was design with DHH
students in mind was mind blowing. | can’t even begin to describe the joy of being with students and profes-
sionals like myself: having a hearing loss.

Sincerely,
Joanna Busch

Communication Coach
Kennedy High School




Received: August 24, 2012
From: Marvin & Harriet Vande Kamp

We are concerned about what we hear pertaining to the closing of the lowa School for the Deaf. From what
we hear from parents of deaf and hard of hearing children, mainstreaming the deaf and hard of hearing may
not be as successful as we are led to believe. Often times interpreters are not properly trained for the job and
often times they are not licensed. Teachers fail to give the deaf and hard of hearing students the extra time
and attention that they need.

ISD also provides social life that mainstreamed students do not have access to. We found that with our daugh-
ter Carol (’80, Vande Kamp) Manning. By the time she got to high school, she was looking for more deaf and
hard of hearing friends. We found that ISD provided what she needed and wanted. Thank you for being there!

Our daughter, Carol graduated from two different universities and obtained her Bachelor’s degree and Master’s
degree in Tennessee. Additionally, she took graduate courses to update her teaching certificates. We are so
proud of her. We never dreamed that Carol could go to college. She was an excellent student and studied very
hard. Over the last several years she has been a deaf educator in various educational fields.

Carol’s deaf husband, Steven, also has a college degree and is a computer programmer analyst. He graduated
from Tennessee School for the Deaf.

ISD is also a place where alumni continue to gather for sports and hanging out. There seems to be more to
“weld” them together than with the hearing population.

It is our hope that ISD would remain open to serve the deaf and hard of hearing students of our state. Please
consider the pros. Thank you so much for your time.

Sincerely,

Marvin and Harriet Vande Kamp (parents of a Deaf daughter)

Received: August 25, 2012
From: Kevin & Stephanie Jones

| sent this e-mail to the news station & others. because | think the public needs to pay attention:
RE: The closing of lowa School For the Deaf

This is Kevin & Stephanie Jones. We live in Superior, I1A. We want talk about ISD(lowa School for the Deaf) in
Council Bluffs, lowa. We were born with German measles and became deaf. We went to ISD from 1970 until
We graduated in 1983 and 1984. ISD are likely brothers and sisters to us as a family and feel comfortable to
communication with sign languages, educations, sports, & anything also, ISD History & Community are impor-
tant to us & to the children to keep that school OPENS PLEASE! lowa School for the Deaf can not close! | am
asking that you draw attention to the people that would personally be affected by this the children that attend
the school that would be without the resources it provides. The children at ISD are not just hearing impaired.
they have wheelchairs, walkers, oxygen tanks, etc. These children feel SAFE at ISD. It is THEIR community
where they don't feel like outsiders. They are able to communicate with one another and find themselves in an
environment where, for once, they aren't DIFFERENT. It is a safe environment where they aren't subjected to
the cruelties and ignorant nature of those that can't get past their disability and see them for the child they are.
| am truly begging you to help me keep this from happening. | am terrified for the children that would lose their
safe-haven if this school was shut down. The people that work there are some of the most amazing people and
they cannot be replaced. They have changed children's life. The community needs to see the children and how



happy they are there. They need to put a face to who this would truly be affecting. We want ISD to keep opens
its good for deaf/hard of hearing children goes to that school and save money IF deaf/hard of hearing children
goes to public some of school refused to having an interpreter for hearing impaired and refused pay to inter-
preter. public teacher forgot that hearing impaired children can't read what teacher said while teacher writing on
the board or reading something with no interpreter. We against that hearing impaired do not go to public school
We want hearing impaired children goes to ISD that are very important for them easy communication with sign
languages & etc.. also why not Blind school can merge with deaf children at ISD. | do remembered 1 lady We
met her at the bar & grill couples years ago. they saw us We sign Languages and they came up to us & talked
to us that They have theirs daughter who were 6 or 7 yrs old she was born to be a deaf and put her C.I. they
said some are help and some not working and They said they asked theirs daughter want go to Public school
She said NO to theirs parents don't want go pubic school. and they asked her why don't want go public school.
She told them cuz of hearing people make fun of her, having hard time communication with hearing children,
no one play with her cuz of being deaf. She told her parents | prefer goes to deaf school. They said ok and is
that why you want go deaf school cuz of easy communication, play with kids who are like her being deaf and
hard of hearing & etc. She said yes that's where | want go deaf school. That's why they asked us. if We went to
deaf school since we were little kids until graduated We said yes. They asked us where you guys goes to deaf
school. We told them went to lowa School For the Deaf in Council Bluffs, IA.They said understand why be-
tween different deaf and public school.. they said they are not forcing her to go public and they respected her
to let her go to Deaf school. How important for deaf/hard of hearing goes to that ISD and keep that open school
for them.

PLEASE HELP!!
Thank You,

Kevin & Stephanie Jones :-)

Received: August 25, 2012
From: Loretta Martzahl

Superintendent Patrick Clancy
lowa School for the Deaf
3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA 51503

Dear Mr. Clancy:

This letter is referencing the feasibility study being performed to decide the most efficient and effective way

of providing education to the current and future students of the lowa School for the Deaf (ISD) and the lowa
Braille and Sight Saving School (IBSSS). Unfortunately, | am unable to attend the committee’s meeting being
held on August 27, 2012; please accept this letter in support of distinct programming and continuing education-
al services in the state of lowa for both special populations (hearing and visually impaired) students.

As a mother of a deaf and hearing impaired student who has chosen to enroll my daughter at ISD, | have an in-
vested interest in the future of the school and educational experiences of deaf and hearing impaired students.
My daughter, Jaymee Keen, is currently attending her second academic school year at ISD; she is enrolled

in ninth grade. As a parent, it was a difficult decision to choose to enroll my child at the school. Let me make
notation that in this case, difficult is not synonymous with a bad decision. On the contrary, choosing to send her
to ISD has been the most pivotal point of her public education thus far. One of the greatest gifts we can provide
our children is an education and opportunity which supports success and self-sufficiency toward future endeav-
ors in life. Our family believes in the services and educational programming ISD offers their students.

Prior to attending ISD, we struggled in finding an appropriate educational setting for Jaymee. Historically, Jay-
mee has attended two larger districts in the state, two smaller school districts, and home schooling. While each



situation came with positive qualities, it always seemed the negative qualities far exceeded the gains. Not until
Jaymee became a student at ISD, did | fully witness my daughter blossom into the exuberant and well-rounded
young woman she has become.

As we have experienced, ISD is much more than a school; it is a way of life. | am a hearing parent who will
never be able to experience what my daughter endures. The closest comparable experience | have to feeling
the exclusion and challenge of communication Jaymee experiences in life was her first day of school a year
ago when | was on campus with her. | was surrounded by individuals who were speaking a language | didn’t
know; some of them attempting to communicate with me and | had no viable way to neither address them in
return nor understand what message they were communicating to me. | felt helpless, lost, frustrated, and sad.
It was an overwhelming experience to realize, if | were in a setting similar to this and was expected to absorb
crucial knowledge it may have taken me days to fully grasp the message being communicated to me.

ISD provides a language rich environment for their students because they are committed to every child and
understand the importance of this type of learning for children who have always (in some degree) been shut off
from the traditional communication which occurs in the world around them. This school supplies an intentional
and thoughtful curriculum to meet the needs of children with communication deficits. The residential setting

is difficult to accept as a long-distant parent, but | realize the importance and purpose of the children being
involved in experiential learning which is offered to them in such an atmosphere. At ISD, the staff embraces the
children in a dedicated manner, as if they are their own family. It’s reassuring and comforting to know the indi-
vidual and special needs of every student are of utmost importance and met fully. As a parent, | am confident
ISD is serving my child in the most effective and efficient way imaginable.

| realize budgetary concerns are the drive behind considerations to altar an already amazing standing of the
schools and education you are providing the special populations of our state. As a public school employee my-
self, | have experienced first- hand the brainstorming and collaboration which occurs in hopes of achieving and
implementing creative solutions to save money. Generally speaking, change is difficult for people. But with a
strong commitment and a team of dedicated individuals, | am optimistic an effective resolution will be reached
that will not sacrifice the specific educational practices supplied at the two distinct schools.

As a parent, | am opposed to regional centers. The framework of developing such a structure appears to os-
tracize students even greater by housing them in smaller settings and inter-mixing a wide range of educational
levels in one classroom. Combining the two distinct schools seems to carry the risk and lack of meeting the
specific needs of each special population in the areas of curriculum and experiential learning opportunities.
Moving one school to the opposing campus appears to create a division from the get-go for some individuals
that preferential treatment is occurring. Moving and establishing a more centrally located campus seems to
incur greater costs and appears wasteful of the money already utilized to update the ISD facility within the past
several years. When dissecting the negative aspects of each option already discussed, the same dilemma ex-
ists.

Solutions must be the focus of what will resolve the issue at hand. Has the committee discussed a recruitment
process for new students for each of the campuses? Is it possible to charge families a small tuition fee that
might off-set some of the operational costs? Can realignment occur of districts where lowa pulls in students
from additional states (such as northern Missouri or western lllinois)? Is it possible to utilize more parent vol-
unteers for various roles on campus? These may be few suggestions that have already been considered and
found to lack viability. | believe in creative thought in determining solutions in order to assist offering the current
programming for both schools.

ISD is a family we are proud to be a part of. My daughter has grown and | hope has the chance to continue to
grow through the experiences and education the school offers. It is my hope both schools will have the ability
to sustain and grow in order to continue to serve the current and future students of our state.

Sincerely,

Loretta L. Martzahl




Received: Aug. 27, 2012
From: Shannon Hurd

My name is Shannon Hurd , i graduates 84 from ISD ..I went to visit and tour in 1980 and | look around the
area and school and

in my mind , that i decide to join ISD and | look around deaf peoples and more people around and social
around with friends and what i

see myself in school and i love it and cos it more safe around area and to keep people stay .. | in school for 4
yrs and i glad

i have alot of friends and more social and many thing going on .. | love it at school and it make me feel safe
and lot memories at school and friends there.

| suggest that | think it best for ISD keep open WHY? because ,| think it best for blind with deaf and deaf to
keep safe than other school cos

| was afraid that if something happened to blind with deaf lost or disappear or something happened them,
also if blind with deaf dont know

where they going or how communcation with other school or make fun of them or hurt them or bully from
other school .. i think it best for blind

with deaf move to ISD, and keep them safe and social around with and help each other to protect ad peo-
ple’s ..It'll help alot with deaf and

blind with deaf keep safe at ISD and | think the parents want kids to keep safe .. | support to keep ISD open
and it will safe deaf and blind with deaf

and other school not safe cos it will happened to them in future ,never know it will happened .....no matter
what happened to them ..I thanks ISD

keep me safe and stay out trouble and it get me lot of memories and KEEP ISD OPEN LONGER ... DEAF
POWER !

Sincerely,
Shannon Hurd 84”

Received: Aug. 27,2012
From: Susan Larrison

To whom in may concern:

My name is Susan Larrison. | am writing on behalf of lowa School for the Deaf. | am very concerned
about the possible demise of my alma mater. | feel the closure of ISD would be a terrible thing and a great
disservice to the students and staff of this school.

| graduated from ISD in 2003 as valedictorian, and | feel ISD greatly influenced my life in a very
positive aspect. | come from a family of nine children, and no one in my family signed. | went through my
elementary years without knowledge of anything deaf related. All | knew was struggle, loneliness, and frustra-
tion. 1did not know sign language. | did not know there was any other method of communication other than
struggling to read lips, listen, and socialized. | was an outcast, and | knew it was because | was “different.”

My mother enrolled me in a mainstreamed program my junior high years. There, | met students like
me: deaf, isolated, and unaware. We were unaware there was a life outside of being singled out because of
our differences. | learned to sign, yet | was placed in classrooms all day, every day, under the intense care of
my interpreters. | did not know there was a boundary that should have been in place,. Ethics in this area was
not something | understood. Some of my interpreters tried to baby me. They tried isolate me from my peers
because they felt my signing and lack of hearing would embarrass cause me to embarrass myself. | could
not actively participate in classroom discussions: partly because the quality of my interpreters left a lot to be
desired, and partly because | didn’t want to draw further attention to myself. | still felt depressed, lonely, and
ashamed of myself.



When | arrived at ISD, | was in AWE. | never knew there were so many people like me, and | never
knew | was normal. | was thrilled at the aspect of being able to fully participate in my classroom setting, and
at ISD, | thrived. | lived in the dorms where life skills were readily taught, with no barriers. | played sports,
shopped with friends, bonded with my peers, and | grew. My confidence soared. | felt like | could be some-
body. | could do whatever | wanted.

| will always thank ISD for the rest of my life. | know this school does great things for its students, and
the staff as well. Never in my life had | felt so comfortable like | did at ISD. | cannot begin to imagine where |
would be today. | am a full time college student, majoring in Social Work, and | will always hold a special spot
for ISD in my heart. Please, do not take this away from the students there. Please do not close off doors for
those who would so greatly benefit from this wonderful school.

Thank you,
Susan Larrison

Received: August 27, 2012
From: lowa School for the Deaf Student Council

Click HERE for attachments sent in this letter.

Received: August 27, 2012
From: Richard McCowin

Here are two attachments for the August 27th public hearing. The two documents are Doing Math to Save
Residential Schools and Focus Our Educational Strategy.

My name is Richard McCowin from National Association of the Deaf. | will attend to testify as NAD representa-
tive this evening.

Thank you.
Richard McCowin

Click HERE for attachment #1 sent in this letter
Click HERE for attachment #2 sent in this letter.

Received: August 27, 2012
From: Kathy Carlson

| wish to speak to the matter of closing or combining the lowa School for the Deaf and the school for the blind.

| am the aunt of a young lady who is deaf; the rest of the family is hearing. The lowa School for the Deaf was
the greatest thing that has ever happened for this young lady. She grew up with very good friends, a very good
education, and the ability to fit into society, to raise a family, and to contribute to her family by working. As a
taxpayer, | feel very blessed that we can contribute to those in our society who are disadvantaged from loss of
hearing or eyesight and contribute to making them capable citizens. It is something | am very proud of! lowa
School for the Deaf teaches them educationally, but also teaches them to feel successful as deaf citizens. You
and | cannot imagine the difficulty they face every day communicating. What gives them hope in their lives are
the wonderful friends they have made who support them, the families who have learned from this incredible
school how to support them, also. It teaches so very much more than just education. It teaches how to live
well for these young people who have a disability to work their way through.


http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/ISD%20HS%20Addresses%20Guiding%20Questions.pdf
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/submissions/McCowin1.pdf
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/submissions/McCowin2.pdf

In society today, we are so worried about bullying and not fitting in well. The regular classroom experience is
fine in the beginning for these young deaf people, but when they reach middle school age it becomes so much
more difficult for them in maintaining friendships and maintaining the learning level. Communication is not
easy for people who have no way of knowing how to communicate with each other. Regular teachers do not
know sign language! They may have one deaf child in their classroom in their lifetime and that is not enough
to prepare them for working with this individual. Teachers will always do their best, but it creates frustration for
them in having someone who is not able to learn in the same way as the rest of the class. Let's give these
young people every opportunity we can! It should be an individual choice whether to mainstream or attend a
school for the deaf. It should be a choice a family works their way through.

My niece went to ISD from preschool on. She has an entire community of deaf friends who support each other
and consider themselves "family". She communicates far better with them than she does with her family. We
try very hard, but we are not capable of communicating on the same level as they are. My niece now has a
family and two hearing-challenged daughters who have been mainstreamed. Now that they are middle school
age, it is becoming difficult for them to remain in the regular school system. Friendships are becoming difficult.
| very much want these two great-nieces to find happiness through very good friends and enrolling in the lowa
School for the Deaf has seemed like such a good answer for them at this time in their young lives. PLEASE
CONSIDER NOT ONLY EDUCATION BUT THE SUCCESS YOU CAN GIVE YOUNG PEOPLE BY LETTING
THEM EXPERIENCE LIFE WITH OTHERS WHO HAVE THE VERY SAME DISABILITY. IF THEY DO, IT
DOES NOT REMAIN A DISABILITY FOR WE LEARN FROM OTHERS AROUND US WHO ARE EXPERIENC-
ING THE SAME PROBLEMS. We want the best for our hearing kids - let's give the best to these young men
and women! They deserve our help just as much as the rest of the kids who do hear. Shame on us if we turn
our backs on someone who is capable of learning, but not capable of hearing.

Received: August 27, 2012
From: April Stultz-Kammerer

My name is April Stultz-Kammerer. ISD is a huge part of whom and why | am the person | am today. lowa
school for the deaf made my life so much easier by just being an option that was available to me in my own
home town. | was one of the students who showed up at ISD and | didn't know how to read or write because |
couldn’t hear or understand my teacher in the public school system. Since | did not know sign language at the
time and interpreter was not even an option. When | first arrived at ISD, | was welcomed right away, people
were there to help me understand signs language and everything even though i was local | stayed in the dorms
so | could learn a bit faster. ISD had become my home. If it were not for ISD | would not be in college working
on my mid wife degree. They have teacher that know signs and with the smaller classes the students are able
to learn much faster. If you take ISD away from Council Bluffs, you will be taken away a lot of history to this
town, from me, from past students and staff and from current student and staffs. ISD is like a family to every-
one who has ever become involved with the school. Please, you must leave ISD right where it at. We need to
just draw more awareness to the school; | do not think relocating it will be better for the school. The fact that
deaf children would be force to enter public schools until a new building has been built would only upset them
and confuse them. Please leave ISD right where it is at and help us bring awareness to better the school.

Thank you for taken the time to read this,

April Stultz-Kammerer ( former student)

Received: August 27, 2012
From: Candice Goodwin Arteaga

I'm emailing about ISD as | could not attend to the meeting at ISD on Monday, August 27th.
| joined lowa School for the Deaf in fall of 1997 and graduated in May 1999. | am the only deaf person in my

family. All my growing up, | was mainstreamed in public schools. | remember when | was living in Wyoming,
lowa and rode a van to Anamosa and then switch vans to go to Cedar Rapids where they had deaf education



program while Wyoming didn't have the program. That's an hour one way and an hour back but | remember it
was a long drive depending on the traffic. Think about how much time | have lost with my family and friends by
being on the road more than 2 hours a day.

Later in the years, my family and | moved to Bettendorf and they did not have deaf education program either!
During my middle school and first 2 years of high school, | rode a bus over the Mississippi River every day to
attend Moline Public Schools in Moline, lllinois. They had deaf education in Moline while Bettendorf didn't. It
was very frustrating for me as | didn't have friends in Bettendorf and my family didn't sign much. It was harder
to join after school activities as | needed to find a ride to home ACROSS the river and had no friends to give
me a ride home!

I never heard of lowa School for the Deaf until | attend Deaf Missions Camp in the Summer of 1996 and some
people graduated from ISD attended the camp. They have told me about it so when | got home, | told my par-
ents | wanted to visit ISD. So we did in fall of 1996 and | was in awe that everyone knew how to sign. In Spring
of 1996, | made my decision to attend ISD in fall of 1997 which | began my junior year and graduated in 1999. |
was ranked second in my class.

After | attended ISD, | got a full ride to lowa State University for 2 years and transferred to Des Moines
Area Community College for last 2 years. | felt that if | never attended ISD, | may not have gone to a better
college...l ended up attending lowa State University which | never dreamed that I'll make it to college.

| never regretted on making my decision to attend ISD. They have taught me so much about Deaf Culture and
my communication thru sign language has improved so much. lowa School for the Deaf is my second home. |
never felt left out. | was able to communicate with teachers who signed back to me (without relying on an inter-
preter). | was able to join in sports where we all felt the same and we could communicate together as a team.
We play against other deaf schools and we had the opportunity to meet other deaf students from other schools
knowing we are all the same.

In the dorm, my houseparents were great! | had an houseparent whose like a second mom to me. She was
there for me when | needed a mom. We, the girls, did things together. Houseparents taught us how to clean
our rooms, how to cook, talked to us to think about our future after we graduate.

If you decide to close lowa School for the Deaf, the future of Deaf Community will be lost. We need to keep
lowa School for the Deaf OPEN to the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Students in the future as ISD can teach them
pride, encouragement, self-esteem, so on! My self-esteem was so low when | was mainstreamed until | join
ISD, my self-esteem was high with happiness and knowing that | have the support from ISD Staff and Deaf
Friends (Students).

If you decide to relocate lowa School for the Deaf, | would think middle of lowa would be the best move. It's in
the middle where everyone can go. It's easy access and equal drive than driving across the state. More par-
ents would be more involved.

| am asking you please do NOT close lowa School for the Deaf! Please don't. Think of another way to keep the
school open.

Thank you for your time to read this letter. God Bless.
Candice Goodwin Arteaga

Class of 1999
Senior Class President of 1999




Received: August 27, 2012
From: Tracy R Jackson

This is Tracy and myself deaf, | have tour already tour to this beautiful campus at ISD last spring and really
reconsider to move up to Conuicl buff lowa for my deaf daughter to enroll next year and planning to attend to
Deaf Mission Bible Training next year as well. It seem perfect community where Deaf church, Deaf Mission,
Deaf School. Please keep lowa School for the Deaf open and leave as it is cuz God used people built that
beautiful campus!! As right now my daughter is in mainstream and its time for her to explore deaf school and
build up social skills with others deaf. Right now she only had about 2 deaf she see every day. | would like for
her to experience to play sports as well. Thank you for your time and please think it over for the best interests
for Deaf kids, their future and my daughter future as well.

You all and lowa school for deaf in my thoughts and prayers!
God bless

Tracy

Received: August 27, 2012
From: Carmen Grove Suminski

Public Hearing
Monday, August 27, 2012
lowa School for the Deaf

Members of the Feasibility and Planning Committee for lowa Services for Students who are Deaf, Blind, Visu-
ally Impaired or Hard of Hearing:

My name is Carmen Grove Suminski. | am the current superintendent of the North Dakota School for the
Deaf/Resource Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (NDSD/RCDHH) and the North Dakota Vision Ser-
vices/School for the Blind (NDVS/SB). | am here at the request of Joe Finnegan, CEASD and the approval of
Patrick Clancy.

It is a pleasure to speak before you today. | commend you and your stakeholders for allocating time and
resources to specialized services in your state.

Mission of NDSD/RCDHH: To provide an environment in which individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing
can access the services and support that they may need to become and remain integrated, productive citi-
zens of the state. (Page 9, Future Services Plan, Outline and Description)

Mission of NDVS/SB: To function as a statewide comprehensive resource center and to work cooperatively
with related agencies in providing a full range of services to all persons who are blind or visually impaired,
including those with multiple disabilities.

In North Dakota there has been a lot of change, partnering and planning.

Accomplishments of NDSD/RCDHH include:

. Completed a Facility Master Plan and began its recommendations per appropriated expenditures

. Completed a Future Services Plan in July, 2010

. Completed a Strategic Plan in October, 2011

. Changed name to North Dakota School for the Deaf/Resource Center for Deaf and Hard and Hearing

on January 1, 2012
. Further develop outreach and adult programs statewide



. Additional information is available on the North Dakota School for the Deaf website www.nd.gov/ndsd

. Maintain and continue to provide an accredited K — 8 program for students who are deaf and hard of
hearing in compliance with their IEP’s

. Provide services for grades 9 through graduation as determined by the IEP in partnership with the dis-
trict of residence, Devils Lake Public Schools and various other accredited distance education options

. Collaborate with related entities (i.e., Minot State University, all ND higher education facilities, Lake
Region State College, local education agencies, dual sensory project, vocational rehabilitation, aging services,
alumni, families and parents and ND Vision Services/School for the Blind)

. Generate revenue with campus rental and tuition for ASL classes

Through the processes of the Future Services Plan and the Strategic Planning there was a significant focus
on gaps in services and where additional outreach services were needed; however, the dorm and the strong
center based program would continue to enable students and families to have a continuum of services based
on individualized needs.

As you are aware, there are many unique needs; yet, extremely different for the deaf and hard of hearing per-
son and persons who are blind or visually impaired:

. Age of onset of hearing loss or vision loss

. Family support

. Severity and type of hearing or vision loss

. Type of amplification (i.e. FM system, hearing aids, cochlear implant) deaf

. Communication Skills

. Social Skills

. Access to support services

. Availability of assistive technology

. Instruction in the Expanded Core Curriculum (assistive technology, Braille, Braille music, daily living

skills, orientation and mobility, recreation/leisure, and career education) blind

The NDVS/SB provides regionalized outreach services and center based programming to persons of all ages;
infants and their families, students and adults.

Offered is the following:

. Short term programs during the academic year and summer months (22 weeks from July, 2012 to Au-
gust, 2013)
. Consumer and Professional Library, Sensory library

. American Printing House Quota Funds and Materials
. Braille Access Center

. Talking Book Machine Lending Agency

. Store (adaptive aids for sale)

Based on my 40 plus years in the field of blindness and three in the field of deafness, there are more differenc-
es than similarities as to their educational needs. The year around programming at NDVS/SB works for North
Dakota. We have continued to refine and improve it since 1994. We have presented on this programming both
statewide and nationally and have been asked to assist other states in the development of short term program-
ming.

The deaf person; however, needs the opportunity to communicate with others in person; thus, avoiding isola-
tion. Itis not feasible that the same delivery of service works for both disabilities. It is not a “one size fits all.”

Summary
North Dakota is open to creating “partnerships” with other states. | would also be willing to return per your
invitation.



| wish to quote from a friend and esteemed colleague, Dr. Philip Hatlen, “There is no right or wrong placement
for a child; however, there is a right placement at a given time.”

| am honored to serve as the superintendent of NDSD/Resource Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing and ND
Vision Services/School for the Blind. This is a critical; yet, exciting time to be in education.

Thank you, members of the committee, for your ongoing support in serving persons who are deaf and hard of
hearing and blind and visually impaired.

Received: August 27, 2012
From: Shirley Hicks

Residential School for the Deaf Staying Alive

As a residential school for the deaf, 1SD has and will confinue to have a role to play, within lowa, the
region and the nation.

| am Shirley Hicks, a proud 1SD alumna and a retired 1SD teacher. | am proud to have taught at ISD
for 44 years,

|SD is crucial to all deaf and hard of hearing children in lowa and the region, whether or not those
children attend. It has to continue to be available to the children and their families. 1SD has an
established service infrastructure that can serve deaf and hard of hearing children immediately.
Certified teachers of the deaf are teaching. Language immersion, along with the direct communication
with educators, classmates, and other staff is priceless and rare. Campus life, with dorms,
classrooms, and space for extra-curmicular activities is invaluable. Historical and cultural roots, as
evidenced in the 15D Museum, make 1SD a cultural institution that needs to be preserved.

ISD has evolved throughout the years to meet the changing needs of students, families and the
community. Look at the |50 Foundation, looking at ways to successfully support ISD financially. Look
at our expanding programs to help people from all over the state learn to sign. 15D will continue to
evolve and innovate on what could be next

It's clear the impact ISD has had. Now let’s imagine an impactful future, one where I1SD continues to
play a central and critical role to the educational and cultural lives of lowa and the Region's deaf and
hard of hearing children. This is the time for possibility, not black and white choices.

Thank you. ..

Shirley D Hicks '57 and Retired 1SD teacher




Received: August 27, 2012
From: Jerry Siders

My name is Jerry Siders. | represent lowa Association of the Deaf (IAD). Since
you limit us to speak for five minutes, | try to do my best to maximize my
comments about the feasibility study.

The 1AD views the lowa School for the Deaf as a comprehensive academic,
health, and socialization program including dormitory living equipped for students
who meet their societal needs and skills.

Mext to coming from a deaf family or a family with some fluent sign
communication skills, many view residential life as the ideal opportunity for
students who are deaf to become familiar with and enculturated into the Deaf
community. In the dining room, for example, students get direct and firsthand
experience of true dinner conversation, because the language of the Deaf
community, American Sign Language (ASL), is used.

In after-school activities students are on equal footing with their peers, and
communication is not a barrier to social life because students do not have to
depend on an interpreter, enabling them to express themselves freely to their
peers. The residential school provides a great opportunity for socialization and is a
great environment for developing self-worth.

If a culture is defined as heritage, language, and a set of customs and values
shared by its members and transmitted from one generation to the next, then the
Deaf community truly is a culture. Members of the Deaf culture are a group of
individuals who have a common heritage (historical events, famous figures, art,
literature, and scholarly organizations), a common language (American Sign
Language), and a set of customs and values (cherishing Deaf children, expecting
participation in cultural events, valuing the visual world, protecting one another)
(Padden & Humphries, 1988).

This heritage is passed on from one generation to the next via the residential
school, where they learn such things as Deaf folklore and folklife (jokes, legends,

games, riddles, etc.) from other children, Deaf teachers, and Deaf/signed
houseparents.



As | mentioned many sociological facts about the residential school above, most
mainstreaming programs do not have/possess. According to Dr. George Propp’s
study at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, he found that there should be at
least 120 students to make the program viable/a whole community for the child.
Therefore it needs at least a community (both Deaf and hearing) to develop a
normal and healthy child. A mainstreaming program will not.

Many Deaf people look at lowa School for the Deaf as their second home and
shrine. If you decide to close it, move it to another location, or divide up its
program into regional schools, you will cause Deaf students and people to lose its
connection to the school and alienate their feelings. Many hearing people have
their connections to their groups, their schools or colleges. Why can’t Deaf
students and people experience their belongings like hearing people?

I, again, beg you to keep our school/community where it is now. It is cheaper to
keep the campus because all is there. If we have regional programs for the deaf,
it will cost lowa at least five times the total cost. In a long run, it will save lowa in
dollars because many of us including students will become viable members of the
society who pay taxes to national, state and local governments.

Deaf children need to be with each other to communicate fully and at ease, to
exchange information without barriers, to learn about the world, to be fully
themselves and express the fullness of who they are. This promotes literacy
development, leadership potential, academic excellence and success in life. The
best place for them is at lowa School for the Deafl

Thank you for your time.

lerry Siders




Received: August 27, 2012
From: James Snyder

To the editor

| would like the Board of Regents to consider my experience as an Deaf lowan before
deciding the fate for lowa School for the Deaf.

| was mainstreamed 60 years ago before the term "mainstream” was attached to
schooling for special needs children, My hearing loss was not discovered untill 5th.
grade. My hearing parents never considered a school for the Deaf or need for manual
communication. While | have enjoyed a most successful life professionally without any
regrets | would not wish mainstreaming another Deaf child ever.

| don't mean to minimize the special needs and challenges faced by the blind but their
education situation can be handled in regular public schools. Education is more than
books and what the teachers say. School is about growing emotionally and equally.
Necessary escorts or companions fo access public schools for the blind can be easily
found-fellow students, teacher aides or volunteers. However, qualified interpreters do
not exist in lowa for a one to one basis for everyone of lowa's 3000 Deaffhard of
Hearing children. Yet. even if such interpreters could be found | would remain a strong
opponent to "mainstreaming” the deaf child. Much of what we learn in school is not in
the classroom but in the cafeteria, hall ways and during recess. Children need to freely
exchange information and secrets to develop a sense of self worth and belonging.
Thrusting a third person in a conversation places a barrier between two children.

| graduated from both pharmacy and dental schools with academic honors.
Unfartunately, | never learned the-ability of making small tatk and many social skills that
one picks up by “social csmosis”. Communication is not visual as much as it is sound.
Mo matter how skilled an interpreter is something is always lost in translation. | never
enjoyed a level playing field in the classroom or playground. | was identified as
"different” by my hearing classmates, Hearing parents want what is best for their Deaf
child but unfortunately don't recognize their child's special world of silence.

As much as | loved my parents | would have loved to benefited attending a school for
deaf. | would have been on equal footing with all my classmates. | would have
developed a better sense of who | am and my interactions with the hearing world would
have been on a stronger basis. Only with a total immersion provided by a school for the
deaf can these special children reach their considerable potential.

Mainstreaming is not a means of inclusion as it is proposed by hearing educations and
counselors. Mainstreaming is a terrible act of exclusion for the Deaf child. Lastly, the
cost per student to continue with lowa School for the Deaf would fall greatty if all Deaf
children were encourage to attend one central location. Verses the proposed expense
of hiring hundreds of interpreters (if they could be found) across the state for each Deaf
child to attend public school.

James Snvder




Received: August 28, 2012
From: Ronalee Vinsonhaler

| am a parent of one of the kids at ISD, | was unable to make the forum but want to express how upset | am

at the thought of them closing this school! | can’t express into words the positive results that ISD has had on
my son Brendan. He has become such a wonderful young man always willing to help and feels a great deal
for the less fortunate students. | get such warm responses from parents and teachers as to how sweet of a
boy he is. As a mom you can imagine how proud | am of him and it feels great to hear other people confirm-
ing that. He has learned so much at ISD too and was failing miserably at the public school as they didn’t have
the know-how or resources to help him with his disability. He has come such a long way and | can see that in
the other students that have been there with him. Please make sure the right people get this information as it
would be a disservice to this area if the school was to close.

Thank you for your assistance.

Ronalee Vinsonhaler
Parent of Brendan Vinsonhaler

Received: August 29, 2012
From: Bob Mundt

Kathy Hintz
1107 G Avenue
Vinton, IA 52349

Ms. Hintz:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Council Bluffs Area Chamber of Commerce, | am writing to express
our concern over the potential closing of the lowa School for the Deaf in Council Bluffs. As a part of Council
Bluffs and Southwest lowa for over 140 years, the school is almost as old as Council Bluffs. Deaf people from
across the country come to Council Bluffs and ISD to receive a quality education and develop skills to lead a
productive life. Over these many years, thousands have gone on to become leaders in the deaf community
and in the hearing world.

Today, the school has grown to employ over 100 jobs generating over $6 million in payroll. In addition, the
goods and services purchased by ISD amount to hundreds of thousands in revenue for area businesses. Em-
ployees of ISD have purchased homes in Council Bluffs and Southwest lowa and have, in many cases, estab-
lished multi-generational ties to ISD, Council Bluffs and Southwest lowa.

Students and their families have also established a vested interest in Council Bluffs and Southwest lowa.
Many of these families have moved to Council Bluffs and established permanent residence, sending their chil-
dren to local schools, taking local jobs or establishing their own businesses.

They have integrated into our social fabric and have become part of the culture of Council Bluffs. Many of our
community businesses, attractions, education institutions and recreational/ cultural programs have been influ-
enced and adapted to meet the needs of our diverse population.

In addition, the physical infrastructure of the school and its facilities have become a community icon and many
are listed as a “must see” in Southwest lowa. Its architecture has been well maintained and its new facilities
have opened up new opportunities for recreation, education, cultural exchanges and a general showpiece to
our history as the Eastern terminus and a mainstay in our history. Additionally, ISD has residence halls and
support services to house all students wishing to attend.



Our community and our culture supports and embraces ISD. To lose such a viable and integral part of our com-
munity would surely impact us negatively for decades to come.

These and many other reasons talked about at the public hearings is why we, as the Council Bluffs Chamber
feel we need to find a way to keep ISD open and viable to serve our deaf community.

We look forward to further conversations and offer our services in generating dialogue, ideas and solutions to
the challenges we face today.

Thank you for allowing us to have input into this process. Please let the chamber and the Council Bluffs busi-
ness community know if we can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Bob Mundt
President/CEO

Received: August 29, 2012
From: Lynn Crawford

I am Lynn Crawford. | am very proud to have graduated from lowa School for the Deaf in 1974.

This school has provided me and so many others with fabulous memories that you cannot begin to compre-
hend. This school is a bilingual, bicultural environment and a unique approach to education for us. In aca-
demics, we learn English, reading, writing and the aspects of the hearing culture. Since many of us live in the
residential setting or dormitory, we are fortunate to have the older children right there to teach us more about
our own culture.

The deaf adults who work in the school are also important role models.

This school is the core of our deaf culture. We learn about the values, traditions, folklore, norms and identity
while preparing for the real world of the hearing. Many of us consider this beautiful school our home. A home
where life is good and very special relationships are developed into one big happy family.

I now live in Colorado Springs, Colorado. | flew home to Council Bluffs on Saturday because | want to voice my
concerns about your future plans for this school. After investigating and researching, | have discovered things
that have me wondering and pondering about the process of the feasibility study.

The lowa Code 270.10 specifies that “the state board of regents shall not merge the School for the Deaf at
Council Bluffs with the lowa Braille and Sight Saving School at Vinton or close either of those institutions until
all of the following three requirements have been met.”

| understand that the residential program in lowa Braille and Sight Saving School is no longer in use and that
some of the buildings are being used for administrative purposes. Other buildings are being used in a con-
tract with AmeriCorps. Is the school then, in a sense, closed? If it is in fact closed, then the lowa Code 270.10
should be complete. Why is it that we still need to do the feasibility study on ISD?

Furthermore, | am questioning the committee members on the feasibility and planning study. There are no
nationally recognized experts as consultation support on the committee. | believe they should be included as
stated in the feasibility and planning study. May | recommend that you select the Executive Director of the Na-
tional Association of the Deaf and the President of Gallaudet University?



Also, | question the choices of the meeting sites. | support the first two sites, Vinton and Council Bluffs. How-
ever, | do not agree with the three meetings with the Area Education Agencies. | believe in those last three
meetings, there are some plans to include, in depth, the exploration of the Preferred Future Plans for the State-
wide Services for lowa Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. | see only one educational professional with
a significant hearing loss. May | recommend that 51% of the executive council/team members be deaf?

| am also uncomfortable with the wording in each of the five goals that open with “We will know.....” How can
you “know” what you are looking for in our deaf population? You don’t “know” what it is like to be deaf. You
don’t experience what we experience as Deaf people. You don't live in our shoes. So what do you “know”
about us? To me, this shows oppression.

| ask you now to really consider saving lowa School for the Deaf. It is the best educational and social environ-
ment for deaf children. Many who are attending the mainstreaming programs are suffering academically due to
a shortage of proficient interpreters in lowa’s educational settings. These children also miss out on the opportu-
nity to develop special relationships and be a part of that big happy family like the one I’'m so fortunate to be a
part of. May | recommend that these children be sent to lowa School for the Deaf?

Finally, let it be known that our being deaf is a wonderful gift from God. We are the People of the Eyes and we
love who we are. We function in and deal with your culture daily. Must we be fully assimilated in it as well?

Thank you so much for allowing me to voice my concerns. | pray that you will take them into consideration and
understand that the closing of lowa School for the Deaf would forever be a devastating impact on all who are a
part of it’s past, present and future.

Continued on next page.



Received: Sept. 4, 2012
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Received: Sept. 11, 2012
From: Lori Bushby

| would just like to put my two cents in, on the topic of ISD. The children work very hard to be able to learn
things that will help them in "Normal life" here in the surrounding area that make it easier for them to be able
to learn. I am a mom of a child that has a hearing loss in her left ear and a cochlear implant on her right ear.
We found out about ISD from Mr. Missky with AEA4 he made the appointment that we could go down and see
the school. She did not know any sign when she went down to the school but by the time she came home for
Christmas she was signing the entire song of silent night. | had not seen the glow in her face that was on it
that night in a long time.

It is said that lowa school for the deaf is not needed. | say BULL you put children in the main schools that
don't have any problems at all and they are not able to keep up. The testing that is done is across the board
but when you put in "handicaps" of any sort hearng, seeing, or learning. YOU now have even harder times for
the student. By being in the school for the deaf she has the extra help that was not possible in public schools
as much as they try they don't have the resources to help them. Students in the school for the deaf has the
resources to be able to have an interpitor, signing and talking it through. She has gone from ¢ and d to high
honor roll she is a shining star. Public school are harder for a deaf child because the walk around the room
they only talk and different tones are harder for a hearing empired child.

| believe the you are looking at this WRONG you should not be looking to close either place you should be
looking to get the other percent of the deaf or hard of hearing and blind children enrolled in to the school where
they can grow and become a part of this world with their heads held high. As of 2006 - 2007 there are 3,231
children with hearing loss or deaf. Last | knew there was ONLY maybe 200 kids at ISD. So the others struggle
with trying to keep up with "normal" kids or as it would turn out fall behind or just stop trying. They can get the



help that will show them the things they need to be independent. Not have to rely on anyone to help them.
The school for the deaf helps them to go one after school fill out applications for collage and for jobs.
http://www.regents.iowa.gov/CCHS/DHHDataSummary.pdf gives you the graphs that show when heard of
hearing to deaf children are taken out of public schools they score better.

Lori Bushby

Received: Sept. 13, 2012
From: Ron Sutcliffe

To: Feasibility and Planning Study Committee

September 13, 2012

From: Ronald E. Sutcliffe, Ph.D.
Subject: lowa School for the Deaf

My name is Ronald E. Sutcliffe. | am a graduate of the lowa School for the Deaf (ISD) class of 1954. My par-
ents are also ISD alumni. | grew up on a farm in Clarksville and after graduating from ISD, | went on to Gallau-
det University where | earned a B.A. degree in accounting. As | began my professional career | continued my
studies and eventually earned Master and Doctorate degrees from the University of Maryland, College Park.

| was employed at Gallaudet in several business related capacities before becoming a professor of Business
Administration, retiring as Dean of the Business School after 42 years of service. | also served as a board
member of several local, state and national organizations of the deaf. A proud alumnus of ISD who deeply ap-
preciates the personal and educational development opportunities ISD provided, | authored “The Legacy of the
lowa School for the Deaf,” published in 2005.

| appreciated and benefited greatly from the direct and unimpeded language and communication around me at
ISD, and also the many incidental learning opportunities that it presented. ISD, my family and later Gallaudet
all contributed to the development of my language, each being able to provide the spontaneous communication
that is so critical when socializing and learning. | still remember back when | was growing up and a member of
the 4-H Club during the summer time. While | valued and was greatly interested in the club, and communicated
with my peers via paper and pencil, my participation was negatively impacted by the language and communi-
cation challenges that existed. At times | felt like a loner who in group situations was limited to fringe elements
of the activities. | felt so differently at ISD because language and communication flowed naturally and it was
easy to engage in language and social discourse with my peers, teachers, and administrators. Being able to
share my thoughts effectively and also understand the thoughts of others was so important to my overall devel-
opment and success in life.

Now that the task force committee was established to make recommendations to the Board of Regents to “in-
crease efficiencies and effectiveness in services for lowa students who are deaf, hard of hearing,”

| would like to offer my thoughts of what ISD could or should do to help the deaf and hard of hearing students
be better prepared for higher education or the world of work so they can become responsible and contributing
citizens.

Among the concerns being noted is related to the geographical location of ISD. There are some other schools



for the deaf that are located outside demographic clusters. For example, the Florida school with 600 students
is located in northern (St. Augustine) part of the state. Both California schools, in Fremont and Riverside,
have over 500 students and are located outside metropolitan districts where larger numbers of students
reside. Council Bluffs being “out of way” should not really be an issue. The ISD campus is well facilitated

for the deaf students. The videos in the school’s web page http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/isd-videos
should be viewed to feel how the students enjoy about being around their peers and others as well as direct
communication with their teachers to help develop their self-esteem. Testimonies by some parents further
justify considering the importance of direct language and communication access. The issue of saving money
is important but should not be considered without examining the end result of any decision. Developing deaf
students to become responsible citizens and tax payers will result in positive returns through income taxes, in
contrast to living off welfare and other government supports. For myself and many other graduates ISD has
been a great investment for the state of lowa.

Because accountability is so important, consideration should be given to the designation of ISD as the state
agency responsible for oversight of ALL deaf and hard of hearing students within the state of lowa, as some
other states are doing. ISD can be a resource to local school districts, parents, families and so forth across
the state. The school can work with the Local Education Agencies (LEA) and other providers of services for
deaf and hard of hearing students to track student progress statewide, and use data to examine programs
and services. This can be accomplished through inter- and intra- agency planning and collaboration and
managed through MOUs between the school and the LEA. | recommend Dr. Jay Innes, a retired professor of
education at Gallaudet University to be a consultant for this project. His vita is enclosed. Dr. Innes is a highly
respected consultant who is working with some schools and states, including Indiana, Ohio and Delaware.

| will be available to offer my assistance if so needed. Thank you for your consideration.

Click HERE for attachment sent with this letter.

Received: Sept. 13, 2012
From: Ben Lackender

Clozing down the Braille school is a bad idia, what about the egication for the blind childrin, they need to lern
just like the sited due. Something els what is this about? putting the deaf with the blind, this can not be, do-
ing this would be like putting two groups of people of two difrint languages to gether wair one can’t understand
each other. sine language is a forin language to the blind, and Braille is a forin language to the deaf. Patrick
can not be the presadent of this, think about this, he das not know Braille or sine language, if | want to be
a presadent of a school wair you learn french or chinies, do you not think that | should not know thees languag-
es? something to consitter.

Continued on next page.


http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/submissions/Sutcliffe.pdf

Received: Sept. 14, 2012
From: Julie Delkamiller

N mesm ] OF
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Oma d Department of Special Education
and Communication Disorders

September 14, 2012

Dear Feasibility and Study Committee:

Thank you for your commitment to the students in lowa and for your diligence in seeking input from a wide
variety of stakeholders.

It is my strong belief that educators and families have access to current research in the field. While there is a
plethora of medical and audiological research, it is more difficult to locate solid research in the area of visual
language and teaching methodologies.

There are several resources available which would be helpful in your challenging work. I suggest:
(Click HERE) Information on reading to deaf children:

http://www.gallaudet.edu/Clerc Center/Information and Resources/Info to Go/Language and Literacy/15 |
Principles for Reading to Deaf Children.html

(Click HERE) Visual learning and visual language:
http://v12.gallaudet.edu/

I am including a research brief about bilingual/bimodal approaches for kids with cochlear implants.
Additionally, I am also including the issue of a recent Odyssey magazine about putting research into practice.

I encourage you to look at these materials and resources as they apply to your charge of determining the
effectiveness and efficiencies at lowa School for the Deaf and the [owa Educational Services for the Blind and
Visually Impaired. If you have any additional questions, please contact me at ﬁor ]

Sincerely,

Julie Delkamiller, Ed.D., C.I., C.T.
Assistant Professor

Department of Special Education
University of Nebraska Omaha

Former faculty at lowa School for the Deaf

6001 Dodge Street / Omaha, NE 68182-0054
402-554-2201 / FAX: 402-554-3572

Click HERE for attachment #1 sent in this letter.
Click HERE for attachment #2 sent in this letter.



http://www.gallaudet.edu/Clerc_Center/Information_and_Resources/Info_to_Go/Language_and_Literacy/15_Principles_for_Reading_to_Deaf_Children.html
https://wa.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=b67ce7a7c04a4a8bab19d022b019b619&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gallaudet.edu%2fClerc_Center%2fInformation_and_Resources%2fInfo_to_Go%2fLanguage_and_Literacy%2f15_Principles_for_Reading_to_Deaf_Children.html
https://wa.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=b67ce7a7c04a4a8bab19d022b019b619&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gallaudet.edu%2fClerc_Center%2fInformation_and_Resources%2fInfo_to_Go%2fLanguage_and_Literacy%2f15_Principles_for_Reading_to_Deaf_Children.html
http://vl2.gallaudet.edu/
https://wa.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=b67ce7a7c04a4a8bab19d022b019b619&URL=http%3a%2f%2fvl2.gallaudet.edu%2f
mailto:jdelkamiller@unomaha.edu
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/submissions/Delkamiller1.pdf
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/submissions/Delkamiller2.pdf

Received: Sept. 19, 2013
From: Stacie Polewick

To the Members of the Feasibility Study and Planning Committee

| was unable to attend the open forums held by the Feasibility Study and Planning Committee but wanted to
take the time and share my support for combining the school for the blind and the school for the deaf. | be-
lieve that state funds need to be set aside to create regional programs across lowa.? Regional programs allow
services for deaf and hard of hearing students to be more effective, efficient and equitable across the entire
state.? These regional programs may look different in each area of the state depending on the educational
needs of the students they serve.

Center based programs in larger school districts should be encouraged.? The center based programs should
be overseen by the state or regional coordinators and not the individual school district to be sure that the pro-
gram is designed to help students who are deaf and hard of hearing reach their maximum potential.??? Cen-
ter based preschool programs for deaf and hard of hearing should be established to front load students with
language development. The type of language development used will also vary depending on the needs of the
child and family.

Nebraska, since closing their school for the deaf, has created such programs.? The regional programs in
Nebraska work together as a state to create various professional development and family development pro-
grams.? They have both statewide and regional trainings that focus on early intervention to transition.???
The regional program coordinators also work together to plan various social and educational activities for the
students.? These activities range from a Valentine?s dance for middle school and high school deaf and hard
of hearing students, to attending Close Up in Washington D.C., and Space Camp.?? They also have a well-
attended summer camp that is theme based and is sensitive to the cultural and social emotional needs of
students who are deaf and hard of hearing.? The goal for many of the programs is exposure to deaf culture.?
The success of these activities is based on the regional programs and providing transportation and supervision
by the staff.?? The regional programs in Nebraska have brought the state together to provided services and
activities for all students across the state.?

?1 support combining the schools for the blind and deaf and using funds to create regional programs across
the state.?? | encourage the committee to look at the regional programs created in Nebraska and learn what
has worked and things they would do differently.? | would suggest that it be required that administration for the
programs be by trained professionals in the area of deaf and hard of hearing.? The majority of my career has
been supervised and evaluated by people who do not understand the unique needs of the population | work
with.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter,
Stacy Polewik, M.S.

Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Received: Sept. 22, 2012

From: Deb Landolt

| hope this is not to late. | would like to comment on the campus at ISD. | am a parent to a deaf child that
graduated at the school. In which, | am so happy that | sent her there, for she is a very confident adult. She is
now working and coaching at the school.

| would like to mention that ISD has put a lot of money into the school in the last 10 years for technology. It
has smart boards in most every classroom. There is WiFi so the kids can have their own laptops from class-
room to dorm room for school work. And honestly, | was not sure that was going to be a good thing when it first
happen. | am a believer now.



| do also want to mention that through the 20 plus years that | have been on campus, and it is a beautiful
campus, is that the kids do not care how far they have to travel to get there, because once they are there most
do not want to leave when it is time to go home for breaks. They have people they can communicate with, not
just with an interpreter. When they go home there is not a whole lot of people in their home and their town that
sign for them so that they can understand them. | will be honest and say as a hearing parent that learned to
sign for my child so | could know what is happening in her life, this frustrates me. They have a right to be able
to have friends and adults to teach them the little things in life.

| hope that you take this to the meetings and inform the others how important that the deaf need peers and
adults that can help them become successful citizens. | know many that just collect government help for no
one was there to communicate to them.

In God's prayers,
Deb Landolt

Received: Sept. 24, 2012
From: Megan Donaldson

To whom it may concern,

My son Bruce Jr is 5 years old. He started March 25th 2012. He lives in the dorm. He comes home
every weekend because he is so young.

Since starting there Jr has been immersed and really needs that. He is picking up sign language all the
time. He definitely would not get this at home or in his home town school. The reason for this is we hometown
school and us the family do not know sign language. What | know is very limited one year of classes threw ISD
and the book. So he will not be able to communicate with any of us on a level that ISD can and will be able to
provide. While Jr has had a lot of problems health and developmental delays he also had cortical vision impair-
ment till the end of his 2 preschool year. When starting his next year he was able to look people in the eye.

So with this impairment sign language was not working most of his life. Over the course of the last year 2011-
2012 at the beginning of the school year the school and | were looking into another option closer to home. So
we were having to wait on the decision. The other option was Capial Veiw in Des Moines has a deaf program.
They came and seen him than the timing was not so good so we waited till end of October to get there deci-
sion. They told us that Jr didn't have receptive or expressive language amoust not knowing his ABC's or Num-
bers or Colors. So they wouldn't take him. A lot of my team were very confused. We said | thought that they
were suppose to help teach him this. This is a school right?. Anyway the downfall for Jr if you close ISD would
be. He wont get the communication. So we looked for a para for 2-4 weeks. Only one person applied. She
got the job. She was the one teaching him but didn't have any kind of license and the behavior teacher didn't
know any sign and almost never spent her time that she was suppose to with him. Not saying this to be mean.
I loved the para she was awesome and loved Jr and wanted what was best for him. My best guess to the head
teacher she was lost with him and didn't know how to teach him due to not being able to communicate to him
herself.

Thank You very much for your time and consideration

Megan Donaldson

Received: Oct. 8, 2012
From: Lisa Lutz

This email is in regards to the importance of keeping the lowa Braille School open for weekend activities, sum-
mer programs, and athletic opportunities, and for the museum. Not only does this benefit the community, but it
also benefits the students. The IBS campus is the best place to offer learning opportunities for students in the
state, especially on the east side (logistically speaking). We have a pool, hot tub, dorm area, kitchen dining,



adaptive equipment, adaptive play areas, LOCAL STAFF that are trained in working with the visually impaired,
and a safe and supportive community. IBS still offers extra curricular sports, including, swimming, forensics,
goalball, track and field, and potentially wrestling. Depending on the season of the sport, when students come
to IBS for weekend/summer activities, they can also participate in practices for their event. Currently, the night
before the event, the students will gather at IBS, staying over night, getting a practice in, and then leaving as a
team for their event, which is always out of state. We need this facility to continue providing these services.

Keeping the museum open and continuing updating it, is a vital part to our history and will and should be en-
joyed for future generations to come.

There really aren’t any GOOD reasons to not continue having programs continued to be provided at IBS.

Please feel free to call me with any questions.
Sincerely, Lisa Lutz, Orientation and Mobility Specialist

Received: Oct. 9, 2012
From: Michael Barber

Hi Patrick:

| have a couple of things I'd like to send to you to distribute to the committee. | did not know for sure the
proper channel to follow, but I'll start with you. If this is not the proper channel, please advise for future refer-
ence. The first is a report done in 2007 in Washington State regarding school for the blind and the school for
the deaf. It appears that the report does not encourage the combining of both programs. The second docu-
ment is a resolution unanimously adopted by the convention of the National Federation of the Blind of lowa this
past weekend opposing any merging of the two services in our state and encouraging the Governor, Board of
Regents, and the General Assembly to oppose such a merger.

Cordially,
Michael D. Barber

Click HERE for document #1 sent with this letter.
Click HERE for document #2 sent with this letter.

Received: Oct. 9, 2012
From: Don Eells

Please find attached a letter addressed to the individuals above regarding the Board of Regents current feasi-
bility study of services to the IBS.

For further information or discussion | can be reached by phone or address as indicated on the letter or by
email as indicated above.

Thank you for your anticipated attention and careful consideration to this matter.
Don Eells

Continued next page.


http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/WAStateReportFinalJune202007.pdf
http://http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/WAStateReportFinalJune202007.pdf
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/Resolution12-03.pdf

Don Eells

Date: 10/9/12

To:  Patrick Clancy, IBS Superintendent
Kathy Hintz, Administrative Assistant
Robert Donley, Executive Director of Board of Regents
Dawn Pettengill, State Representative
Tim Kapucian, State Senator
Mary Jo Hainstock, Superintendent, Vinton-Shellsburg Community Schools
Ann Jorgensen, IBS Vision Committee
Nathan Hesson, Director, Vinton Unlimited

Re:  Board of Regents Feasibility Study and Planning Committee

As the Board of Regents reviews the future of services to the blind and visually impaired in the state of Iowa
there are many issues that need to be studied.

Most of these issues are driven by numerics such as dollars and miles and other figures and totals that can be
quantified on a spreadsheet. While quantitative data are an important consideration, it is also important to iden-
tify the qualitative factors.

I’ve been retired for some time now but my business experience in California includes working on and expe-
riencing several corporate mergers and buyouts. I’ve seen firsthand the results of such transactions that were
primarily metric driven at the expense of ignoring the importance of corporate culture. Upon completion of the
transaction, diminished expectations, underperformance, darkened morale, a drop in product quality or service,
and customer dissatisfaction seemed to surprise senior executives and the bean counters whose only analysis
was spreadsheet driven.

For over 150 years a strong cultural fabric has been woven blending Vinton and the IBS. Vinton’s citizens, city
government, businesses, churches, civic organizations, and schools have known, adapted, helped, partnered,
and supported the kids and staff at the IBS. Car pools to church, weekend visits to resident homes, high school
wrestling meets as competitors and teammates, sharing the IBS swimming pool, talks and presentations in
school classrooms, Lions Club Christmas parties and graduation gifts, shopping and making change in down-
town businesses and restaurants, driver caution and sensitivity to mobility training, and a knowledgeable and
skilled labor force make up an integral part of this fabric we call community.

On the surface, someone might say that these are simple things that could easily be picked up by another town
and any community. But doing so would ignore the significance of 150 years of tradecraft and the deep culture
that has developed of respect and support.



I don’t believe you can enter these items onto an Excel spreadsheet but if things like culture are not measured
and evaluated in any decision making process, it will be a shame. If the kids are the first priority, then culture
has to count. Make Vinton count in any reorganization plan you may consider and the kids will count.

Respectfully,
Don Eells

Member, IBS Vision Committee

Board member and past President, Vinton Unlimited

Committee member of the Vinton Business Opportunity Group

Board member and past President, VS Chapter of Dollars For Scholars
Chairman, Virginia Gay Hospital Foundation

Current member, past President, Vinton Lions Club

Board member of the Vinton Community Foundation

Received: Oct. 10, 2012
From: Jen Simmering

My name is Jen Simmering, and my daughter, Lauren, has an educationally significant hearing loss. | also
have a severe hearing loss myself. Lauren is a 4th grade student at Mulberry Elementary School in Muscatine,
and she mainstreams for almost all of her day. Our local HOH teacher at Mulberry and our local AEA have
been phenomenal in their support of Lauren and her education. In part because of them, Lauren has become
a confident, socially-integrated, academic achiever. She made the talented and gifted program! | have no
doubt that without our local supports, Lauren could not reach her full potential.

| have been reading the comments and notes from the feasibility studies, and | feel that the comments seem
to lean heavily toward those made by deaf individuals. | understand that the ISD is a very important part of
the feasibility study, and given that | have never needed that service, | don’t have much to offer in the way of
problem solving for the ISD.

I can, however, share with you my belief that education for the hard of hearing goes beyond the needs of those
who are completely deaf. Please consider the needs of lowans who want to and can attend their local schools
and need a local support team to do it. | am deeply concerned that the discussion of regional centers for edu-

cation for the deaf and HOH will result in the loss of local services. My family and others like us would feel that
loss tremendously.

| want to applaud those of you working on this study. | understand that this must be a tough job, and | really
appreciate the commitment to the deaf and HOH people in our state that is apparent in the documentation
posted on the ISD website. If you have a mailing list of those getting any published information on the feasi-
bility study or related issues, please add me to it. | am keenly interested in making sure that the viewpoint of
those of us who are hard of hearing, but not completely deaf, are heard.

Thank you for your time,
Jen Simmering




Received: Oct. 14, 2012
From: Sue Gates

Feasibility Study and Planning Committee Member:

Thank you for devoting so much time, knowledge, and understanding around the decision about how and
where future services will be delivered to blind/visually impaired and deaf and hearing impaired students in
lowa. Change is never easy but it is leaders such as you who can best facilitate whatever decisions are made.

There are several options being explored leading up to how the above mentioned services will be delivered in
the future. One of these is based around delivery of services for both populations using a regional center con-
cept. There are many reasons why the IBSSS would be an ideal location for a regional center.
¢ The city of Vinton and surrounding areas are already familiar with and accepting of people with
disabilities.
* The Vinton-Shellsburg School District has worked hand-in-hand with the IBSSS to serve students who
are visually impaired and would be able to also serve those with hearing impairments.
e Critical partnerships with the Area Education Agency are already in place. Vinton-Shellsburg has a
positive relationship with those key professionals who work with students who need special
programming.
* The lowa Braille School, the oldest educational facility in lowa, is already equipped to serve the needs
of those with handicaps so would take little remodeling to be used as a regional center.
e Vinton is located within one hour of two major universities and Kirkwood Community College where
training programs for signing already exist. It is also only two hours from Des Moines and less than an
hour from Cedar Rapids, lowa City, and Waterloo.

As the Feasibility Study and Planning Committee continue their work around this important decision it is hoped
the above reasons why the IBSSS would be a perfect regional center will be taken into serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Sue A. Gates, President
Vinton-Shellsburg Community School District Board of Directors




Received: Oct. 16, 2012
From: Nathan Hesson

Take Limme 1o explore Viston

www.vintonunlimited.org

Dear Feasibility Study & Planning Committee,

Vinton has been the home to the lowa Braille & Sight Saving School for over 150 years and what a rich history it
has built. This facility has housed thousands of students throughout the years through residential and summer
leamning programs and sadly over the past 20 years we have seen the use of this facility by visually impaired
students slowly diminish. Due to the diverse use of the current facility, the Vinton community and IBSSS
employees have come together on various occasions to partner with each other for the betterment of the students
both locally and statewide. Vinton continues to desire this relationship and to continue to strengthen our ties with
those who are in need of specialized services pertaining to visual or hearing impairment.

We see the track record of the past 150 years as a great asset to both the Vinton community and the blind
community worldwide. With our centrally located facility, we have been able to provide students the resources
they need in a timely and efficient manner. Maintaining this campus would allow the many years of experience and
highly trained individuals the opportunity to continue their nationally recognized education and provide resources
for students near and far.

The economic impact that moving these services would create would be detrimental not only to the 25+ staff
currently working in this facility, but more importantly, it would provide an additional hardship to the current and
future students using the services provided by the IBSSS. Our centrally located facility is within just one hour of a
majority of eastern lowa’s population base and less than two hours from the hub of our state’s government
headquarters. Having a facility already in existence that fulfills these needs is a huge cost savings for not only the
state of lowa, but more importantly, the students who utilize these services throughout the state and nation.

As you consider the future of the lowa Braille & Sight Saving School and the impact that moving current services
would have, | encourage you to remember the rich history and experiences our community has shared with students
from around the country. The Vinton community is passionate about expanding and improving the services already
offered in Vinton. With your help we look forward to strengthening the relationships that have been built
throughout the years by serving students with the highest level of specialized education possible.

Sincerely

Nathan Hesson ‘;%‘t@(\

Executive Director
Vinton Unlimited

Vinton Unlimited
310 A Avenue, PO Box 387, Vinton, TA 52349
319/472-3955




Received: Oct. 16, 2012
From: Sue Gates

Dear Feasibility Study and Planning Committee Members:

This letter is being written with the understanding that the task before you is not easy and the recommendation
at the end will impact many lives. With several options to consider it is key that time is spent gathering and
evaluating data from many sources. Background information and experience from those who have and continue
to serve the needs of visually impaired students is an important part of input to be considered in this decision.

The Vinton-Shellsburg Community School District has partnered with the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School
to serve the needs of visually impaired students for many years. We have professional staff in place with expe-
rience and licensure to meet the needs of students with special needs. Transportation to move students from one
building to another has been perfected over the years.

Thinking beyond just the visually impaired to those students who are deaf/hearing impaired serving their needs
in the Vinton-Shellsburg District would be handled with the same positive partnership already in place. Kirk-
wood Community College, located within 35 miles of Vinton-Shellsburg, is one of the few schools in lowa
where students can learn to teach signing.

If the decision is to move to a Regional Model for the delivery of services to both the blind/visually impaired
and the deaf/hearing impaired students the IBSSS facility is already in place with space available to accommo-
date these populations. AmeriCorps (NCCC) and FEMA only occupy 63% of this facility allowing room for
additional programming.

The Vinton-Shellsburg Community School Board in is full support of the IBSSS campus being used to serve the
needs of deaf and hearing impaired students and would welcome the opportunity to be a partner in meeting their
needs.

Thank you for considering our desire to continue to serve students with special needs here in Vinton-Shellsburg.

Sincerely,

Vinton-Shellsburg Community School District Board of Education
Sue A. Gates, President




Received: Oct. 16, 2012
From:

1. What might be the advantages & disadvantages of a regional model or centers to serve students? Regional

centers may be in four or five locations in the state within an hour drive to receive services.

Advantages:

* Close to home

No Residential program

Family involved in Deaf child’s educational/extracurricular life

Less residential students - plus for some families and saves state money

According to the University of Nebraska study: they found out that at least 120 students would be best viable program

to run for every students in their social well-being

Disadvantages:

* Too many regional centers when number of students is unpredictable; would be costly

Who would run the regional centers? 1 or 4-5 directors?

Too expensive to set up a regional school, and where? Urban or rural regional centers?

Five regions is not enough to drive within an hour.

Philosophy won't be as uniform as it would be in one educational setting-unless directed by a centralized

administration or coordination.

Too much separation, minimal or not much chance for sports events, various programs that would help with a total

development of a deaf/hh students.

Not fair to students to be placed under regional programs with qualified

Hiring procedures? Hearing and deaf staff? Equal opportunity?

What if some students prefer going to a different regional school, other than the one in their regional school?

What if one of those regional schools has better programs that suit particular needs of a student?

Break up of deaf peer groups current at ISD and increased isolation

LRE likely will be more problematic here than in the Institution

Increased need of interpreters (quality not available state-wide)

Hardly a chance for Deaf to be involved in sports-extracurricular activities

Difficult to meet accommodations (regional/mainstream school needs culturally sensitive training and to modify or

provide equipment)

* If Deaf children take regional deaf classes, there will be smaller same age groups and it will be a challenge motivating
the learning.

* Why pay 5 teachers to teach 3-10 students when less teachers can teach more students at ISD? Increased hiring &
smaller ratios

* Why pay interpreters who are not ethically supposed to serve as teacher aides (as some schools expect currently)
when ISD teachers can achieve much more.

*  Why 5 regional? Council Bluffs, Des Moines, & lowa City, Cedar Rapids might have more students than a 4™ & 5%
location

*  Where will the current ISD teachers go? Hire dozens of new inexperienced, under-qualified teachers who may not
sign fluently nor know about Deaf Education?

* Distancing from the trends in national Deaf Education collaboration and development

*  Who will administer each regional? It should not be a local school district supervised. The regional “director” needs to
have a “Deaf Education” administrator, which probably is financially unrealistic.

General Agreement:

1. This is a favorable option for parents

2. AEA and school district administrators prefer this for their own benefit, not in the deaf child’s best interests

3. ASL language skill will be lowered & the deaf child will become more isolated in adult hood, as they generally do not

socialize in the hearing world after graduation, & they will find it difficult to be skilled at both languages: English & ASL

4. If five regions were to take over the current ISD student enroliment, it is possible each region will have an average of 20

students (some may have 10 others may have 35-40). There cannot be K-12 grades in every region unless a class can

hold one or a few students.
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2. If lowa had regional centers what would be the advantages & disadvantages of maintaining the campuses at
Council Bluffs and/or Vinton? Would their location allow for them to be used as regional centers?
Advantage:
» Both schools have right facilities for a regional center
Both schools are very much accessible to students each respective schools serve

* Both schools have been long (already) established to serve their respective students and to accommodate their needs.
+ Both schools have already been serving as regional centers.



+ Both schools have staff with expertise; their staff are certified and endorsed.

* (same as guiding question 1)

« More diverse deaf/hard of hearing children served (regional classes offering deaf education with a choice of
mainstream classes)

Disadvantage:

+ Pay five times the cost of staffing different area of expertise. Some staff members could be highly qualified or under

qualified. All hearing staff may create audism toward deaf students.

Some AEAs or local school districts may dissuade deaf students from attending regional school for the deaf.

As they stated, parents have the rights to determine where their deaf/hh child(ren) go for their schooling

All the same points as guiding question 1

Expense quadrupled to accommodate deaf children

AEA cooperation not easily assumed (why give money to regional centers?)

More isolation of the Deaf-persons self-identity... with some going to deaf school, some going to regional center

classes and others staying in the mainstreams school, each deaf child will have no or little interaction with their

deaf/hard of hearing peers.

+  Who stays at ISD, and who goes to regions? This will further cut down the number of students in a peer grade group

General Agreement:

1. This is parent-friendly

2. This would be a test for AEA and school administrators to commit to or be regulated to concede to.

3. The “Deaf” identity and deaf child's self-esteem will be minimized

***This is the WORSE option rated by this community.

3. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of continuing to provide services for students who are deaf,

hard of hearing or deaf blind on the campus in Council Bluffs & services for students who are blind, visually

impaired or deaf blind from the campus in Vinton?

Advantage:

« Both schools have been well-established; they have been doing their job for over 150 years

 Currently, ISD has a very deep-rooted connection with the community of Council Bluffs

+ ISD has strong interactions with AEA in Council Bluffs; with lowa Western Community College; with the local
Vocational Rehabilitation Services; with the local school, such as Lewis Central

» Deaf Nebraska students able to attend ISD with paid tuition from state of Nebraska

» Closer and easier for parents and school districts to drop off at ISD

Alumni coming home to ISD for various events such as Homecoming or sport events; long and strong relationship with

its alumni

Strong sense of belonging for deaf students when they have peers of their kind

Good role models at the site;: Normal socialization for students and their peers.

Cost effective when students feel so belonged and when they feel like they are somebody important

Both schools serve in best qualities and quantitative interests of each student

Both schools have 13 years (and 4 Plus program) to work with each student before they leave school, they are not a

long-term or life-long program where students/clients live the rest of their lives.

* ISD has one of the best school museums in the country

« Deaf children can learn alongside their peers

« Deaf school versus Deaf school historical and cultural experience

 This will offer a high number of Deaf-HOH student peers the state can have

Disadvantage:

* Geographical disadvantage...distance from home

» Aquestion: why keep the Vinton school open if no students reside there?

A Concern: while supporting this option, there is need of efficiency. I1SD currently needs more Deaf faculty and Deaf

administrators to bring more positive self-identity to deaf children. lowa is probably ranked among the nation in low “Deaf

faculty-deaf student” ratio, thus making ISD graduates less optimistic of their future. Higher faculty ratios enhance the

chances for Deaf students to go to college and achieve higher careers, and give back to society.

General agreement:

This is the best option of all.

While we favor this option, we were concerned that the case might be closed and no effort to improve ISD will be

considered. (see disadvantages, point #2)
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4. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of providing services for students who are deaf, blind, visually

impaired, hard of hearing or deaf blind on a single campus?

Advantage:

A sngle campus with separate facilities would be ideal; could save money

See gome of the same advantages listed for 150 on a single campus

Vinton has a certain pragram in which they train bind students to fve independently

Standardized cver lowa with sama qualified staff with their experlise. Socializad community—"take a whols community

lo raise a deaf child” so they can be educated by the community with great support.

*  Econormcal

*  No loss of Deaf school opportunity and historical value
Larger enrollment of peers in same grade as possible (but Deaf and Blind don't mix in same class)

I‘.‘hsadv:nhge
Both schoals might not want 1o leave their campus.

*  We at 1SD know our students and staff would prefer to stay on their current campus/school/employment. Stedents
waould hate to have their friendship broken if they have to relocate to their regional schools of to a different campus

*  Where would be that single campus?

+  Deaf and biind childran don't infersct

»  Deaf and blind teachers don't have the same skills 30 each faculty hired need to be assigned o ane schaol {daaf or
blind)

»  Administrator needs to be familiar with both separate educational systems and accommaodations. Usually one might
hava slrength in one fiakd.

*  [laszas have to be separate

+  isual friendly and audio centered classrooms

»  Blind are categorized as a disabilty while deal as a distinct cullure and language group

General agreement:

1. If there has to be some financial reductions, the Deaf community would rather have Deaf-Blind schools merged.
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5. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of a single campus being located centrally in the state?

Advantage:

«  ldeally, it would be nice, but historically, it is nat a feasible idea, with already established schoots (ISDAVinton).

+  Des Moines would be equally accessible all around lowa

¢ Des Moines is near the Capital and may bring better Deaf Awarneness 1o legislators and the Gavernar

=  Parents may have a better opportunity 1o visit the school and atiend school activitiesiavents.

Disadvantage:

Wiera?

Relocated to 2 nergl community of an urban commuriby?

Relocation of staff or a completely new staff

Hard to predict the number of at a single campus that is located centrally in the state

Costly to build a similar campus as 13D; maybe even more milkon dollars to build a new campus.

Difficult for Mabraska students to attend a central location; distance

IS0 at Council Bluffs has historic importance 1o the Deaf Community statewide and nationally-not central lowa

Students at Nebraska may no longer come to 150D if moved central

Central lowa does not have any college ASL or Deaf Culture classes offered nor any advanced ASL classes for

parznis of businesses.

»  Awareness of Deaf community is not 8s positive in Central lowa as it 18 in Omaha-Council Bluffs nor Cedar Rapids-
lowea Ci

+  Deaf adrl.!':rts a5 role models, Deaf community socials and Deaf events do not occur regularly as n west or east [owa,

+  Itwould be more difficult to recruit o hire Deaf ISD stafffaculty and hearing staffifaculty who have good deaf
community interaction or knowledge

General Agreement:

1. Why isn't lowa City considered among the locatons? University of lowa and Kirkwood Community College (in Cedar

Rapids and lowa City) have ASL clessas and Deaf studies courses  The Deal community and club is activel They would

bring a positive impact on the deaf child. Deaf community members and cofiege students might help volunteer, interact

and work at the deaf school.
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E. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of a single campus located on the current lowa Brallle School
campus in Vinton?

Advantage:

»  Smaller campus 1o save money

= Biind facilities apparently are available and ready in Vinton

*  Keep one school campus where the facilies ane fit for bind childran

Disadvantage:

* The area used by IBSS is too small for deaffhh students. Too isolated for deafihh students

*  Too rural for the deaf where there is almost no Deaf community... Cedar Rapids and Cedar-Falls-Waterloo are a bit
oo far away from Vinton

Omaha, NE and Council Bluffs has strong cultural values, for both deaf and hearing

Winton apparently does nol have many service organizations like Omaha and Council Bluffs have (Sertorna, Rotary)
Council Bluffs’ economy depends on 15D dollars

The building and campus is too small for both schools

Too isokated from the city

Where are the Deaf people? Children will get a negative self-mage unless thay hope they would grow out of being
Deafl (harmful psychoiogical effects)

Ganeral agreement:

Thumbs down! This was not well received by our community even though it is the closes location to our Deaf community
(Cedar Rapids Associabon of the Deaf)
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7. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of a single campus located on the current lowa School for the
Deaf campus in Council Bluffs?

Advantage:

See advantages ksted from the guiding questions #3.

ISD has staff (speech therapist'speech language teschars)

Some staff from AEA Green Hills provide some programs, such as audio logical senvices

About everybody signs

IS0 has deep-rooted historical impact; how I1SD came to Council Bluffs in 1870

IS0 is across the highway from Lewis Central {Lewis Central and I1SD has a long historical relationship almast from the
beginning) as well as other public schoals.

*  lowa Western Community College is only four miles tor the Four Plus program; it has an interpreter training program.
Metro Community Collége is Omaha, Ne is also one of the college for the Four Plus program.

150 = a member of Chamber of Commerce; 15D is very much part of the community

150 is about five miles across from Omaha and is almost right by the Interstate 29

Easy access to 1ISD from the Interstate

Excellent relationship with 15D Alumni; They come every year to ISD Homecoming; celebrate 1SD in spring; attend 15D
ISD has many greal programs available fo students; Art program, exiracurricular activities, athietic program, clubs, and
arganizations

150 has enough space 1o build a new campus for IBSS should it necessities the school's relocation to Council Bluffs
ISD has a rich heritage and legacy; its own School Museum (1855-present)

ISD has a videophone in every building or every floor, 15D has all safety/alert system in all buildings

Nurses at Health Center are registered nurses and knows sign language; avaikable at all hours.

Univarsity Medical Canter, Mental Healkth, Boystown audiclogizst and cochlear implants

Preserve |SD's Deaf history and legacy

Lofts more roomispace

Mear large city for school and social actvites (Council Blults and Omaha)

Deaf in Nebraska can continue to anroll

Stability for staff, facully, students and the deaf community (no need to hire qualified staff and take year to reach the
qualifiad potential kevel)

Disadvantage:

« Distance from home

»  Council Bluffs as a location is still far for east lowans. Parents will be kess invalved

*  Deaf children in east lowa have o travel for hours repaatedly

+  Meed to make room for blind school and offices
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Mead to bring awarenass of blind people and sensituaty training among students, faculty and stalf currently on campus
[and the community)
Same as guiding question #4 and £5 conoarning mixing Deaf and Blind childran)

General agreement:
The idea of both schoals in Council Bluffs was well received in our group.

8. What would be the advantages & disadvantages of centralizing the administration & coordination of services
for students who are deaf, blind, hard of hearing, visvally impaired or deaf blind

Advantage:

=  More contact with Board of Regents & lagislators

+  Each school has a dirgctor in charge of each programs, with an administrator in a cenfralized [ocation
*  May be cost efficient

If certral admin includes bath Institute and mainstream sarvices, thare will be consizstency with school districts serving
dealfHOH

fcont. from abowe) this kind of administration will help evaluate the deaf child's progress better and suggest
improvements. There neads to be no political division for the Deaf school and mainstream when it comes to gibing the
childran choes and sompanng options.

The quality of mainstream deaf childran suparnvision will improve. Local school principals and AEA staff who generaliy
do not know enowgh about deaf children and will transfer their responsibiliies 1o someone better at overseeing this

Disadvantage:
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Contact and relationship between an administrator and staff and the students may be lacking or missing

Finding a well-qualfied and expenenced administrator for both schools might be difficult

Less wvisibility

May not have the same rappor as other superintendents with the other schoals for the deaf (nationwide or regaonaily).
Can the administration whan professionally 2eeing that a deaf child would do better in the Deaf school, make thal
decision or suggestion? Will parents, local school administrators or AEA personnel obyect to such occurrences and be
justified in objecting?

Travel and faollow up with dorens of school districts questionable

Would one person be qualified to represent’adminster multiple groups: ASLDeaf culture studants, mainstream
hearing impaired, Deaf-blind, and Blind (visually impaired) students?

General agreement:

1

Itis not easy to give an answer on this ana

2, This adminisiration must be part of CEASD org to maintained quality of Deaf education.



i decide to close 15D in Council Bluffs and move to central lowa

*  \Where will the campus hedd at?

*  Whare will we gat the monies from?

¢« Costmere o build 3 new building - will that somehow save money?

+  Parents will have o relocate again from their jobs so parents can be closs to their childiren
from Council Bluffs,

* Waste of ISD architure (ASL concrete, Lied Mulbpurposa Center that private donations gava
2% wall 25 new science lab)

 |f Council Bluffs |50 staff unable o refocate then hiring new staff will not be the same as the
current staff of Council Bluffs

+  Eig adjusiment for curment 12D students to relocate

If decide to have open satellite campuses statewide

Council Blutts

Des Moines

MNorth Eastemn lowa

Morth Western lowa

South Eastarn lowa

If those regions are @ MUST then there should be ne mainstream students in any local

zchooks and attend all thosa negions provided

There will be no athletic students due to small number of students per region

Four timves a year = 13D in Council Bluffs invite the deaf and hard of heanng per regon 1o

attend the Council Bluffs campus for “lock-down” party and overnights in the dormitaries on

weekends

+  Wihal building will the regions be? Local schoole? Build mew buildings? Wil that save
money T

¢ Must have ASL fluency teachers in all regionz

LI L

If merge with blind school in Vinton

= Wimton campus not big enough for all deaffhoh and Blind children

* Mo students reside in Winton

+  Cadar Rapids are

+ Watarloo are

+  Very small izolated town - will have to travel further o big cibas

*  Would have to build new buildings depends on the number of students

*  Conflicts with Amen-corps, will force Amen-corps oul of the dormitory bo replace deal students
o reside there

Received: Oct. 16, 2012
From: Jonathan Scherling

Good read for lowa BoR
Jonathan

Click HERE for link sent in this letter.

Received: Oct. 18, 2012
From: Jonathan Scherling

Hello my name is John Metteer and graduated from ISD. First of all, am | glad graduated from amazing ISD?
Of course, they gave us the education, social and sports. | loved to go career classes, because they are my
thing. | learned lot of stuff at ISD, so it was good experienced. Today | work at Omaha Standard Palfinger
because of ISD. If it werent ISD then | wouldn’t have that job. Now about the sports, at public school it will
be hard for us to play because communications and too many students but at ISD, they gave us chance to
play. Even play against another deaf school even | have friends who from another deaf school because of
sports. Please don't close ISD down since they are our home!



http://joco913.com/news/kansas-state-school-for-the-deaf/
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/feasibility_study/submissions/Delkamiller1.pdf

Received: Oct. 18, 2012
From: Deb Willberg

Deb Wilberg

October 17,2012
Dear Committee Members:

I am a retired teacher of the visually impaired and take interest in your decisions concerning services to the
blind and visually impaired as well as the deaf and hard-of-hearing, not because they affect my job but because
I care about Iowa’s students and the quality of the services they receive.

I know that we will probably not re-institute residential programming for visually impaired students, but I do
believe that we lost an important part of the continuum of services for our students when that happened. I am
hoping that the deaf community does not also lose that part of their programming.

I feel the Iowa Braille School has worked hard to make the statewide services model work for Iowa’s visually
impaired students and has made great strides in doing so. Perhaps services for deaf and hard-of-hearing could
also use this model to serve some of its population. However, I firmly believe that not all students’ needs can be
met by the itinerant model and that regional centers could add opportunities for improved services for both pop-
ulations. If students could travel on a daily basis to a classroom and receive intensive instruction as well as the
opportunity to interact with other students with similar needs while living at home with their families, I believe
we will be adding a valuable option to our continuum of services. I would note that students may not need these
options for their entire K-12 education. There are certain times when visually impaired students need intensive
instruction, whether that be when they are learning Braille, technology, independent living skills, orientation
and mobility skills or other areas of the expanded core curriculum.

I don’t think it makes sense to create permanent regional centers around the state based on current student popu-
lations. Our populations and their needs are constantly changing, and I think it would be more cost efficient and
more educationally effective to be able to locate day programs in areas where there are several students who are
in need of these services in any given year. That is why I think it makes sense to maintain a permanent regional
center at the lowa Braille School in Vinton to house our consultants and all of the specialized materials that are
currently located there. They can then support a system of fluid regional centers around the state as they are
needed. I would assume that arrangements could be made with local schools to house these classrooms which
would afford students the opportunities to receive specialized educational opportunities in a general education
environment. Possibly itinerant teachers could be used to offer this instruction in the regional centers which
would then not require hiring additional teachers.

To disrupt the progress that has been made in setting up the statewide services at the lowa Braille School seems
unnecessary. In addition, there are already wonderful facilities and a supportive community to continue to offer
short-term programming on weekends and during the summer without any added expenses. I think that the lowa
Braille campus is a perfect location for an intensive summer program that could serve both populations in this
part of the state.

Thank you for your careful consideration of these issues as you decide how to best offer lowa’s blind and visu-
ally impaired and deaf and hard-of-hearing students the educational opportunities that they need and deserve.

Sincerely,
Deb Wilberg




Received: Oct. 18, 2012
From: Deb Willberg

To all concerned.\,

| support the continuation of services at lowa Braille and Sight Saving School. It functions as a hub for lowa
based AEA’s, library and school needs for all VI students, the accounting and business office for lowa em-
ployee’s, maintanence of state vehicles and short term focused class’s, throughout the year, to support students
class work and use of braille.

Why even consider closing an facility that is working? It is not wise for students or taxpayers.

lowa Braille is a viable answer towards the regional needs that have been set forth. It's central location, staff,
and established services (that can be expanded to fullfill the fluctuating needs of lowa’s VI and/or deaf students)
should be valued not dismissed.

Expanding IBSSS use could open teaching opportunities for U of | and UNI students. Nearness to lowa City,
Cedar Rapids and Waterloo/Cedar Falls is a plus.

Please consider wisely the options set forth for you and regard expanding/ enhancing your present facility.

Sincerely,
C. Kelley

Continued next page.
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¥. Deiermaming regronsl educational and sappori zerwoes

A. Developing acoounmiaiwlity, comphanoe, amd evalumbon componenis

B. Delermaning regeional oantar stafhing

10_.Hma regional ooondmaior= ardd astabish offinex

in the andang, we, the Deal communsly bebeve that Deal and Had of Hasnng xiudenis are



being shork-changed by the ourmant xiale-wade edunashonal sy=temn, and sre dHrepaed 1o

ooniribule meanenghully 1o sooiety. We beheve that oo proposal will offer the best opporiu-
rubes for anonexs for our Deaf and Hard of Haarmng Chaldren Wea owea it 1o them 1o cloaa the
B

Received: Oct. 18, 2012
From: Jeff Moran

As an lowa tax payer that lives in the area, | find it in the state’s best interest to close the ISD facility. The
amount of staff in ratio to the amount of students and the costly upkeep of such a large campus are reasons
enough to close the campus. The state must spend millions on the campus and alot if not most of the students
are hearing impaired not totally deaf. Alot of the students go to Lewis Central High School. The school is
outdated and too much of an lowa expense to keep open. Like | said before, the state would save millions by
closing and sale of the property.

Jeff Morgan

Received: Oct. 19, 2012
From: Mike Hoenig

October 18,2012
Dear Feasibility Study Committee Members:

Thank you for providing us with an opportunity to comment on the future of services to children who are blind,
visually impaired, deaf, hard of hearing, or deaf-blind. I would have preferred to deliver these comments in
person, but am unable to attend the hearing due to a previous commitment.

I 'am a 1980 graduate of the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School in Vinton. The school prepared me in count-
less ways to be a fully participating member of my community. Thanks to the skills I learned while at IBSSS, I
am gainfully employed, own and manage my own home, pay taxes, enjoy many recreational activities, and give
back by serving on a number of state and local boards.

You heard the comments of Superintendent Gene McMahon at your September meeting. He asserted that there
will always be some students in every state for whom a residential setting is the best option. Based on my own
experience, that cohort of students goes far beyond those with multiple disabilities. At IBSSS, I received valu-
able mentoring from blind role models and learned daily living skills which serve me well today. I feel 100%
confident that I would not have received such mentoring and skills training in my local public school.

IBSSS’s residential component faced threats of closure as far back as the 1970’s. Over the protests of alumni,
family members and other interested persons, the Regents subjected our residential component to a slow, steady
demise which was completed when the school closed its doors at the end of the 2010-11 academic year.

Now, in the name of efficiency, you are looking to close ISD. I hope that you’ve taken the time to review the
many well-thought-out comments from ISD alumni. If you have, then you realize that by closing their school,
you severely compromise their education and threaten their culture. Why would you want to do that?

In the name of efficiency, you are considering options which would combine education of blind and deaf chil-
dren under one administration. In doing so, you would, in my opinion, dilute the focus on the specialized needs
of both populations. Both superintendents who spoke to you in September stressed that the educational needs of



these populations greatly differ. Combining educational services for these two populations under one umbrella
seems penny wise and pound foolish.

You’ve solicited comments from stakeholders, and we’ve spoken. You’ve told us that you value our input.
Please prove it by listening to our comments and preserving separate educational services for deaf and blind
children.

Mike Hoenig

October 15, 2012

Membext of the Feasinhly Conmultee,

The lowa School for the Deaf foolty apprecaies tins opporiomty o shee our resporses &y the erght

mudme gquettom. Ow opmoom aod petpecinves lowe devebped ower many decade: of ammp and
expereme edncatmy the deaf aml lonl of hearme sholents n the siaies oflowa and Nebraeka

Oux izt and fiwenost commmiment & o do wiat 2 bestt for deaf and had of hearmp dndents foophont
the daie I 2 0w comveton tlat all of thesr findenfs deseave edustoml weahom] and culimalfaocsl
opportumixs o help ench dndent become snecesifinl and contnbuimp members of socaety.

Forthermore, with preaier collabeaton wnthm the saie, amd open acosts or fambes v meke deceom
for thew pwmn cliblren, the lowa School fix the Deaf mo pow and expand o fupport the deaf aod hanl of
bearmye shalent: toupiod the tthale of owa We embrace the oppotinaty to mxchnde blnd aod vEmlly
mpased shedent: on our campni If they are o jom o farmly, we will make all effirtz necessary o be

We ofier you 2 txxar ek you ir devwding your time o th tatk that holt cotwal mpmiance o the
finture: lrews of deafloml of hearmye, blind fvismlly mopared aml deafhlind stndentt o the state of lowa

Soceely,

Iowa School e the Deaf Ednecahom| Faculty and Staff



1. What might be the advantages and disadvantages of a regional model or centers to serve students?
Regional centers may be in four or five locations in the state withinan hour drive to receive services.

PROS

Theomreixally, the repoml model may dow more shoden: who ae conently mamtreamed IF heghly
e hified, Deaf Edueation certified, spm proficient teschers can be fvom] amd ired fw all remoma] cenlers.
Some shodeniz wall love e fravel me

Palupi mme parent svwolvement with the school ool oeor:

GONS

Az required by Edem] aw, the east restncive envimonment ey ot be met m epoml cender:. The ket
retinchve emvimonment for thedenk: with bearmy ot needs to be a “hopoage rch environment ™ m all aea
of academic and sncialferninm] deve bpment

A gritizal mum of pesrt (in each prade kvl and adulis 2 esential or lainpmpe and tocil dewelopment
Coixal mess could be lott m a mpnml el Beseach sussesit 2 obeal mass i be 3-4 shdents at each
grade vel amd a iotal number of dndents m a cenler bated proFam to sopport at kast 2.5 deaf eduextum
eachet 22 well 2z nyport tervices of an S1F, an aninlogsl, a piychobprt or comsekr, a kal
mirgpreter, and a proFam corrdmmaton - all of whom levwe experisie with the: popuolation

Repoml propane {especially at the muldle tchonl aml ph school Evel) wll shll not lmve emouph
simlenit (o warant a eacher m each suinect area, anpactme not pnly the progamms” qoity, bo i valhity.
In ordex to lawe 2 real hish tchonl propram with a varety of core chisés aml elctves yon oeed a ontical
ot of thedewit Withoot thet, you are suenially only prvmp sindents one option — maxsireamne

It woukd be derohifnd that all shedent: wonld bve lesxt thm one how away fom each cenley Frr shadents 0
nde 2 nx for one 10 two honrt daily 2 ceither fmsble mor bealihy for spme stodents.

All teachexs at ISD e requeed 0 be dumlly cetiied m Deaf FEdocaton and thew subject areat ie
srcondary Math, Scence, Enphsh, and Social Scaencest, Elementary BEcatom, ef= It would be costly aml
clallenpmp io dyplcate the Evel of expestite m mmliple cations In additon o teaches i wonl ako be
difficull aml expensve o fnd cestsfied aml quhfied soppet petomee] fich as 31P3 and comeelons: foent
m s1pn langm pe and knowledprable sbont deafand bavd of bemrnyg sindexis

Sindents muy be phoed whene they ot dxectly commmiste with evweryore m the noldng meindmp
the ieachng ttaff There will most bkely be a back of DeafHH mle and hupuape modelk.

Oppostimatsrs. to be mvohed m achool actrnbws or atienlmg school fimciom at mpht wll be baxdeved or
mmccesiiible Thee wouln't be enongh sindenis o repoml popame fiv an sthishe Fam o be able o
conpelr agaxsli thear peert {other deaf thelenis).

Small repomal modek wonld not be abke o smam an spproprote amomt of commmes bon parners
oubsizle the chsooom settmp  The school muy be the only phce shelent: wonkd kave dedled 1 homaee
painext. The back of deect commameatem aler ichool oot would st natwal word lesrome aod aocial
mirmcton Sindents misht el 2 2mse of Bohtnn withmat hisher kewek of dironrse beng availble.

The scemwin & mt ecommically Easble doe i the alidtnm | tramportstinn costt b wr/bmes, drivers,
aml edcabtmy fiel coslt Tramwportaimn safety wonkd be a coocern durny the swrary, winker mootis imce a
hurber peacentape of shaleniz wonld be awelng bnp detaoces daily.

Iz there a mtiomal model that ns been proven to be efiective n a regoml pogram model 85 & st with &
Wﬂlﬁﬂi’kﬂﬂlﬂlﬂ’ﬁ

T _ ____ 1% .8 .., __ _____ __ T ___ _.1__ J-fF __sal ___ a1 __ ___ —.8_ [ ——— ]

LS
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2. If lowa had regional centers, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of maintaining the
campuses at Council Bluffs andfor Vinton? Would their location allow for them to be used as regional
centers?

EROS

= The BD edoaiwml progam and shaif 2t well a2 the retzdenin] popam ae scoediied by CEASD and
AdwancEd

= [SIY% campu: & well ettabished m the ares and bag 2 well mamiamed cammz with exrellent facihies
desipned or deaf learoens (Le. Scence Lab, IMC. techmolopy efc ).

= Comrl BuiEA)meba ha a brpe popubion of deaf reddents who @ be ke modek o kelp facihiate
poiimve telfetieem for our deaf sindents.

=  Several Nelwadka, mson pryng, DeafHH sndends are comently served at ISD-

= ]S B across the sheet fom beth 2 Lewz Cenhml Distret pobhe muddle tchonl and lnph school The
allrws sindents the opportumtes i be mvolved m mantreamed chates, addihomal elechive comrtes, and
collepe credyied oorses

=« Boh mmpree:” holdngt accommodsle ther shadeniy” specific edncatoml and phyacal oeeds whether
denf, blad, or tpecial needs

= Highly qualified dmilly cetified feachers abesdy exst at hoth sies.

GONG

a  The cost of mulwple Beihhes

=  Comel Binfk and Vindon mpht not be the center of the remomalares
=  MNotublemy the ISTY campos o 1= fall potental

LS
Bespamses tn B Guiding (luestions from 15D Edocational Farnlty and Staff
Fape 3



3. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of continuing to provide services for students who
are deaf, hard of hearing or deafblind onthe campus in Council Bluffs and services for students who are
blind, visually impaired or deafblind from the campus in Vinton?

EROS

The nmsie: for each school (ISIVIES) are vewed and redpecied with equal mpmiaoce:

IS camn it well mamtamed aod 2 of preat hitheical importance:

I8N # well accepied and sopporied by the Conmell Bloffs aml Omaha commmise:

Hasbly qunlified eachers are aleady m both arexs, aml shmden woukd ot loree o be opooted fvm thesr
fnubar school and emls

Comeil Blufft ot 2 shonp deaf commumty aml cnliore with acces! o the Deaf Clob, mispreted chrch
servert & culhxal evenik and performomce: m a brper netopolian aea

IS0 1% a matheyng place for the Deaf commmity Al retom o campe i events soch 2t Honeeoming:
Vembsz brmg teclmo by specific to deafand hard of hearmp minndus i fo varons events.

mumniamt comecing and soppeEt: podt- tecondary edncatwma opportunihed o DeafHH dndents
IS0 dewelbps posiree rehbons with compebiye work enveonment: m the aea

The 4 LIS progam soppoiis sindenis framionng i post-tecond sy ednmhbonfwork envepmments; theze
commuuuty rebimmhpt would be diffenk e dopheate: m other TeFpom

TWOC BIAST program & cloamp m May 1013 BED anld collaborate with TWOC aod local commomity
school datiricts o nelde stodent: on an TEF (wnth or without bearmy Iba2) throngh the 4PLUS Propam.
Comeill Bz Ulmeia area Vocativml Relobibiiahon coumelor mo commomcate divectly wnth chenis,
butinestars aml servaces and ane aware of the vanoE oispretmp oeeds of ter chents

ISD) Jow the priental o draw sindents fom repom leeiphbemng staies ach a3 Nebmso aod Sonth Dakota
ISIY% cextified Dirner"t Ed meabion teacher 12 on staff'io provide dyect commmmication fiom the “font seat™
IS[Ys staff Speechlangmze Patholomss amd school coumelor, who ae faent m 2ipn homape, are the
oaly school based SIPscomnteln m the daie who work exchxreely with deaf and Wh tindenis

Teacher asatants and sobibiuie teachers ae bl o communicaie deectly wnth the thdeols

Ipwa beerred mizspreiers are available in the dindents ot mn-cerbiied “commmicaton specmbng™
Inievprelen: are availlable o accompany tindexts (o beakh appomimenk: snch 2t cochlear mphni/heamp
ax sevvices at the Boyt Toen Natomal Research Hospital m Omeba

In Ipw= thewr 14 o iramimp prosram by achest ofthe Dea fHard of Hespng

The Unrvextdy of Nelmados Omaba (IINO) and the Unrverssty of Nebmeka - [imcoln {LINL) both kave Deaf
Edmwztion Teacher programe. The Iowa Wiestern Commmity Collepe and University of Nelwads Owmala
bave mirrpreter traimng, oo s

CONS

The added expente of mamiaxmme teo admnetiratee siaff aml too physezl campases
The detarcr for shedent: liwving m the estiern part of Iowa

Erspamses tn B Guiding Closstion s from 15D Edocational Farnlty and Staff
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4. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of providing services for students who are deaf,
blind, visually impaired, hardof hearing or deafblind on a single campus?

PROS

= (e admmsiratree s@ff

a  Mime coit effectee fiv mamiemer of 2 tmele campuy

=  Several miwmal model: of deaf and bind shedendz sharmp the tame campe: bot oot the @ame edicatinm|
shaff

GONS

=  Hishly qumbised dmily certified feachers meither ares wonll love o elcie

=  Buthdisbisiws are b mcdence, but they are very diffisent m their edicatinm | approaches and needs

=  Edwahonal shafft are oot cerhified to teach hoth deaf aml blind

= Mot cheige could mot acronmodxie both vemily impamed and deaf m the same clestmoome, bot catam

exrrpinm are postble when deemed sppopraie by edm=ziom | shif knowledgeable m specnlced e

LS
Erspamses tn B Guiding Quoestions from 15D Edocational Facolty and Staff
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5. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of a single campus being located centrally in the
state?

PROS

e Some students may be able to attend with less travel time.

CONS
e Many highly qualified/dually certified teachers may not be able to relocate.

Many families of current ISD students have already relocated to be near the Council Bluffs campus.

e Nebraska students who are currently served by ISD in Council Bluffs would have to travel further or may
choose not to attend thus impacting tuition revenue.

e Building a new campus and/or expanding the current facilities may be extremely costly.

e A multi-site regional program may be less attractive to other states such as Nebraska and South Dakota who
might be interested in a regional school located in Council Bluffs.

e It would be a significant waste of taxpayer and grant money to not use ISD to its fullest capabilities.

e Any current program, i.e. Des Moines, would have to be expanded to include more certified teachers of the
deaf.

Responses to 8 Guiding Questions from ISD Educational Faculty and Staff
Page 6



6. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of a single campus located on the current lowa
Braille School campus in Vinton?

PROS

Some teachers of the visually impaired live in the Vinton vicinity.

CONS

It could be costly to renovate the Vinton campus as the current facilities would need significant expansion
or renovation.

Within the local Vinton area, there is limited access to the educational, occupational and social/cultural
opportunities of a larger city with a deaf community.

Not utilizing the ISD campus to its full potential would be a significant waste of taxpayer, Lied Foundation,
Iowa West Foundation and private donor funds.

Both disabilities are low-incidence, but they are very different in their educational approaches and needs.
Educational staffs are not certified to teach both deaf and blind; therefore, classes could not accommodate
both vision impaired, and deafstudents in the same classrooms.

Many highly qualified/dually certified teachers may not be able to relocate.

Many deat’hard of hearing students and their families have relocated to be near the ISD campus.

Nebraska students who are currently served at ISD would have to travel further or may choose not to attend
thus impacting tuition revenue and the students’ educational opportunities.

A multi-site regional program may be less attractive to other states such as Nebraska and South Dakota who
might be interested in a regional school located in Council Bluffs.

Responses to 8 Guiding Questions from ISD Educational Faculty and Staff

Page 7



7. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of a single campus located on the current lowa
School for the Deafcampus in Council Bluffs?

EHOS

Mume ot effectre fix namiem e of 3 tmple campus, and ope admmsiratoe stz ff

Thee are some mioml mdel: of deaf and blod siolents shamp the same campos: bot ot the @me
eduzioml taif

Vimlly snpaned sialents fiom aonds the repon love sitended the smmmer enrchment propam on the
IS0 camynz for the past E=w years with preat frcess

The IS edu=mtnm] progmm and daff 22 well a2 the retideniol pogam lowe been catified by CEASD
aml AdvancBd

ISIY's campus & well exablrbed m the arem and bas 2 well mamiamed camms with excellent facibd e
desipred for deaf lamen {ie Scwmce Labh, IMC, eic). The s of the ISD cmpr wonld allow for
exparsion of our services o mchde bimd shodent:

The IS campw accommmodates deaf ndenit’ specific edosiwml and pingical eeds. 15D 8 acrost the
sireet fom both a Lewis Ceniral Deirict pobhic muddle ichool and ngh ichool The allows stalents the
opportumirs o be mwohed m memtreamed chsted, addioml elective comtez, and college aedited
CoESes.

Cerizfied teachess sipn at or abowe therr requied proficency kvl albvwmp br dxect commmeahion with
the stndents.

The 4 PIIS popam soppork tholenis tamidoome o posi-seconlaryfwnik emvmomments;  these
commmuunly relaimnmhpt would be diffaenb o dopheate m other reFpont

TWCC RIAST popgram & cloamy m May 2013, ISD could oollaborate with TWOC = Iocal eommomty
school detirictt o nclode stodents on an IEF (anth or without bearing Ibss) thoongh the 4PL.US Propam.
Some: theenis will loree kst tavel tame aod would mot lowe to0 be oprooted fiom ther Gomhar school and
Select ISD elenentary tacher: & SIP: are presently meceiving deafblnd traming for the deafblind
sholenit corently atend mg ST

Coueil Blf o a sionp deaf commmity aml cothee with acomtz o the Deaf Clob, mirpreted chrch
servert & culhwal evenkt and pesrmomce: m a brpes oetropolbian aea

IS[) remiaxe comeciom axd snpporiz podt-tecondary eduratavwm] ppporhenbe: for DeaffHH stademis.
I50) dewelops posiiive 1eb inns with competiiee work envrnments n the aem

IS0 werlcommes: the hesrmy commuomty and emplrpes tooph 2 varety of adbes soch 2:: Job Fax, Job
Ohmpacs, & Specal Olympics.

ISYs staff Speechvl apmmpe Pathologek: and sachool conmelors, who ae fuent m 2ipn kommpe, are the
oaly school based S1Pacomntelnm m the staie who woirk exchxreely with deaf and h tindenis

Coucl BluizX)maba has a barpy popubion of deaf resdents who can be mle modek o belp Goldaie
positive selfetivem for deaf thelenis

LS
Epgumses tn 8 Guiding Cuestion s from 15D Edocational Farnlty sl Staff
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(Continued) 7. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of a single campus located on the
current lowa School for the Deaf campus in Council Bluffs?

o Jowa beewred mirspreter: ame availsbl to the dndepty nH mo-catified “ommoncatbon specalists™
Inteypredert ae ako swaibble b acompaoy stodenit o bealth appominenkt 12 Boy: Town Naiwml
Research Heapatal for cochlear imphint or bearmy ad adpeiments

= Several Nelwada  torimn paymp, DeaFHH thedeni coorently atiend ISI:

= I8 bas the potential o dmw addiom] sindents fiom repomineisbhormp statet aeh a8 Nelmada and
South Dakota

a Jowa and Nebmdka Voratomal Relabilision comselon tervine IS dndentd can commmicate divecthy
with therr clent, bimestes, aml servces and are well xeare of the varomE mepeing and supporive
meeds of thew deaflod of hearme chenls

a The ceatified ey’ Edhratmn teacher B on ISDF': 2aff to provde daect commmecsion fiom the “frmt
seal” Thet service B provaded at no charge o the parents.

« S@ff on ISD': campm (leaches, assidan mmdence s ooset, el saff Gcobiss skiT
g tabon 4 ffand suhatsuir teachers) are sble o commmezaie dxectly with the stndents

= 81 a mitbermy place or the Deaf commumity A return o campae B events soch 23 Homecoming:

1?—-r-|.ruﬂ]-n——-lna-‘rr—h_! S wliie try o mw Foved o s hoorees s sceed vl by oo sserede®

«  In Iva these 12 no tramnp pogram br ieachert of the DeafHard of Hearmp

=  The Unmersity of Nebraska Omaba (LINCY) prepares underpradmate shxdents io be lnphly quahfied, dolly
ceaxbified Teachers of the DeaffHanl of Hearmg, Tins 2 a well establetbed reliombyp betwreen UNQO amd
IS0 fiw prachcnm experences amd siolent eachme semesien

s  The Uneersiy of Nebratka L ncoln ((INL) offers 2 pradmte degyee propgans: n preparmy mdividma B i he
teachent of the DeaffHard of Hearmp & teachers ofthe Venmlly Inmpamed

a The lova Wettern Commmumiy College m Cooned Blulf offer: 2 two-year astocnie’s depree progam m
s1gn bngmpe mierpetmg

« The Unnerxily of Nelmaska Omaln (IINO) offer: a backelnr’s depree @ edmmiton with immmg m sipn

Bomapy merpreing

GONG

= Roth drabilihet ae bw-acrlene, bot they are wry different m ther edoaioml appmaches and oeeds =
mted bry the specifird tranmny depree:

*  Edwabom] skl ave mot certified o teach both deaf and blind

=  Mpit chuiar coud ot acvommodaie both vEmlly impaned and deaf m the @ame clhamomt, bot certam
exrrpiom are postble when deemed spproprsie by edwatom shifknowledseable m specnlerd e

a Sharmy a beibly dost o pecedsanly meam slorme eduioml reioecet thereby ot edemp cotk
E@m i -

LS
Erspamses tn B Guiding Quoestions from 15D Edocational Facolty and Staff
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8. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of centralizing the administration and coordination
of services for students who are deaf, blind, hard of hearing, visually impaired, or deafblind?

EROS

s  Ope admmsiraine staff conll poienially be mone cost effcent

B

- Em‘rriinn wrrer] v v Ther Treereo rroed Al _"m-l'lrﬂI-hlﬂ'l'-l rem o yend oy = o by et

= Sl WA ERFE LR BN '__.I.I.J u.ll’._.llm_l —Jhmuj -’.Iﬂ.l.-.l.l.l-.J Al L UL T -lmmnm

=  Shared kmaderzhp may ot lkave the depth of undersiandmp of both Deaf and Vismally Impamed dzababie=s
am the mop heators or ther edm=mtom] needy

= The admnetratvwe tiaff at each beaton ke taken the time & learn the: needs of ther shalent popubion IE
thesr potinm are combaed, depenling on how thote deciinis were made, 1 oy love 2 nemmtne anpact
on the sindents.

a  We are corrently o of comphance with lowa Code wheh states:
270.1 SUPERINTENDENT.
The sopermiendent of the school for the deaf slnll be a taxed aml expenenced eduior of the deaf The
soperiiemient’s sabry oy mchude resxdence m the metinbion, ol oo soch allowance thall be made except
by exprest contract madwmcre

I ———————————————————
Besumses tn B Guiding Qoestion s from 15D Edocational Facohty and Staff
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The task before you holds critical importance to the future lives of deafhard of hearing, blind/visually
impaired and deaf/blind students inthe state of lowa.

27010 MEHSER REQUIREMENTS.
The it@ie boanl of repenix thall not merme the ichool fe the deaf at Cowxecll Bhof s with the Iowa braille and
sipht savinp school at Vmlon @ chhae etthery of thode mbintom onhl all of the Slbwnp requerments have

e —_i.

1. The deparinnent of mam peent het presenied i the meoml astembly 2 comprebertve plan, propam, aoxd
fecal amha: of the exnime cocomdtance: aml the cooomtiance: which woud prevail opon the propoted
mexrpex or clemy, iogether with dals wheh would fugrport the contenbon Hat the merper @ clotmye will be

ignt an then gontinuetion of t iting fazilitign. The amalysi: shall mcinde a detailed

shaly of the gduzational implieatiom afthe merper or cloting, the impezt on thp shudenis, and the opmioms:
aml resemth of mimmily recopnrred experiz m the feld of the eduion of vismlly mpawed and deaf

shairnit  The commebemtior phn thall fnther meide 2 stoly ehimp o the profmmmne, fSeal
comequences, and pohibcal mpheatont whach woul result if efther 3 meyper or an apreement under chapter
258E thould be amplemenied between the achool for the deaf in Coneecil Bloffs and comparsble stale programs m
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Received: Oct. 19, 2012
From: Carolyn Hibbs

October 19, 2012
To Whom It May Concern:

It is with a heavy heart that | write today. It is hard to believe that lowa is seriously considering eliminating a
residential component to services offered to blind and visually impaired students. There are parts of a com-
plete curriculum for these students that will never be addressed properly with only an itinerant model of service
or even just a day program to meet academic needs.

At minimum lowa Braille School should be utilized as a regional center in whatever model is adopted. Itis

a facility well suited to the needs and instruction of blind students and is located in a community which sup-
ports and encourages student involvement in community activities. Our public school system is experienced
in incorporating students with visual impairments into its classrooms. The majoirity of the cost of maintaining
the campus is being met through its use by Ameri-Core. It only seems logical to me to utilize this facility rather
than establishing all new locations.

It is not just radition that shapes my concern about intstruction for our visually impaired students. | have
worked as a itinerant teacher and also at lowa Braille during my teaching career. | understand each has a
special place in meeting the needs of providing mastery in the special adapted techniges these students need
to be successful in completing their education and also in achieving their potential in adulthood. lowa must
provide some program for more intensive longer term training in the areas of the expanded core curriculum

if we are going to foster success and independence. Providing an associate in the classroom is a solution to
some needs, but seldom prepares kids for the next step beyond high school. | am very ocncerned about about
programming for preschoolers and early elementary students as they begin to read and develop habits in daily
living skills.

| would suggest that programs at other schools for the blind be explored. Many of them have updated their ap-
proach and are truly providing an important component in student’s education. Having only one service option
is not a way to support all the needs of bind students. In my experience, most parents who chose a residential
program as a component of their cilds program were amazed at progress and ability levels of their child. Short
two or three week sessions will never be enough to achieve competence levels in adapted skills.

lowa Braille is a perfect setting for providing a program that immerses kids in learning adaptive skills and
implementing them in a

24 hour routine. Let’s utilize what we already have and not rty to reinvent every wheel.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Hibbs




