
July 31, 2008  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact:  Robert Donley, Executive Director, Board of Regents, State of Iowa,  

(515) 281-3934  

Response from Board of Regents President David Miles to Offer of Support 
and Assistance from Legislative Oversight Committee 

(URBANDALE, Iowa) – This afternoon I received a letter from Senator Tom 
Courtney and Representative Vicki Lensing, co-chairs of the Iowa Legislature’s 
Joint Government Oversight Committee. 

The letter, which has been made available to the public, offers the Committee’s 
support and assistance in the re-opened investigation into the handling of an 
alleged sexual assault on the University of Iowa campus on October 14, 2007. 

On behalf of the Board of Regents, State of Iowa, I would like to thank Senator 
Courtney, Representative Lensing, and the members of the Joint Government 
Oversight Committee for their statement of support and for their offer to assist us 
through the exercise of their subpoena powers.  I have discussed the letter with 
Regent Campbell, chair of the Advisory Committee of the Board appointed to 
lead this investigation, and we have agreed that the Advisory Committee will not 
hesitate to turn to the Joint Oversight Committee if, for any reason during the 
course of the investigation, their assistance becomes necessary.   

We look forward to meeting with the Joint Oversight Committee to review the 
results of the investigation and any subsequent recommendations, and we thank 
them once again for their support. 

 

### 



 

THOMAS G. COURTNEY 
STATE SENATOR 

Forty-fourth District 
2200 Summer Street 

Burlington, Iowa 52601 

The Legislature 

State of Iowa 

Eighty-second General Assembly 

STATEHOUSE 
Des Moines, Iowa   50319 

 

VICKI LENSING 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
Seventy-eighth District 

2408 Mayfield Road  
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

31 July 2008 
David W. Miles 
President, Iowa Board of Regents 
11260 Aurora Avenue 
Urbandale, 50322-7905 

Dear Regent Miles:   

We are encouraged by the Iowa Board of Regents’ decision to reopen its investigation into whether 
University of Iowa officials complied with policies and procedures following allegations of a sexual assault 
on October 14, 2007, on the University’s campus. The Board also deserves credit for selecting an outside 
investigator to lead this inquiry.  

Make no mistake about it: We are gravely concerned about allegations of a sexual assault at a campus 
residence hall, allegations that University officials withheld information from the Regents and other Iowans 
and that the University’s procedures and timelines were not followed, as well as reports of an attempted 
cover up by the University of Iowa. 

We are hopeful that University employees and others will fully cooperate with this new investigation. 
Iowans deserve nothing less. At the same time, we are offering our assistance and support in this new 
investigation. If at any time you believe that you are not receiving the full cooperation of University of 
Iowa employees and others, we encourage you to contact us immediately so that we can exercise our option 
to seek subpoena powers and bring witnesses before the Oversight Committee in a timely manner to ensure 
a full and open investigation.  

Finally, as Co-Chairs of the Joint Government Oversight Committee, we look forward to reviewing the 
results of the reopened investigation and any subsequent recommendations.  We request the presence of 
you and/or any other appropriate members of the Board of Regents at a special September 19 meeting of 
the Joint Oversight Committee to provide an update of the new investigation and to discuss proposed policy 
changes at the University of Iowa and the Board of Regents.   

Thanks for your service and for your leadership on this important investigation.  


