BOARD OF REGENTS AGENDA ITEM 3e
STATE OF IOWA JUNE 4-5, 2015

Contact: Marcia Brunson

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO
IOWA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 681 — CHAPTER 1

Action Requested: Consider adoption of amendments to lowa Administrative Code 681 — Chapter
1 “Admission Rules Common to the Three State Universities”.

Executive Summary: Atthe February 5, 2015, the Board approved filing a Notice of Intent to amend
Chapter 1. The rules in Chapter 1 set forth criteria for admission of undergraduate students directly
from high school to the three regent universities. The Regent Admission Index (RAI) was
implemented with the entering freshman class of 2009. The RAI includes four factors: high school
class rank, high grade point average, performance on standardized tests (ACT composite or SAT
combined) and the number of core subject area courses completed in high school. Since
implementation in 2009, the number of public and private high schools not providing a high school
class rank has increased from three to approximately 40. The amendment to the rules will provide
an alternative formula to be used for applicants without high school class rank. The text of the
amendment is shown on the following pages.

The notice was published in the March 18, 2015, issue of lowa Administrative Bulletin (IAB). With
the publication of the notice, a comment period was established. No comments were received.

Upon approval of the adoption of the amendment by the Board, the amendment will be filed and
published as adopted in the next issue of the IAB on June 19, 2015. The amendment will be effective
August 12, 2015.
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ITEM 1. Amend 681—Chapter 1, preamble, as follows:
PREAMBLE

Preamble: The state board of regents has adopted the following requirements governing
admission of students to the three state universities.

Each university is expected to describe in its catalog the requirements and other information
necessary to make the admission process operate within the framework of these requirements.

Amendments and changes in these requirements normally are proposed by the universities to
the regent committee on educational relations, which examines the proposals and makes specific
recommendations through the internstitutional-committee—on—educational-coordination council of
provosts to the state board of regents, which is empowered by law to establish the admission
reguirements.

The regent universities recognize that the traditional measures of academic performance do not
adequately describe some students’ potential for success. Therefore, the regent universities strongly
encourage all interested students to apply for admission. Applicants who feel their academic record
is not an accurate reflection of their potential for success are encouraged to provide supplemental
information explaining their circumstances, in addition to the application, academic transcripts, and
test scores.

ITEM 2. Amend subrule 1.1(1) as follows:

1.1(1) Application. Applicants must submit a formal application for admission, together with the
appropriate application fee as approved by the state board of regents pursuant to lowa Code
subsection 262.9(18)(3) and detailed in rule 681—1.7(262), and have their secondary school provide
a transcript of their academic record, including credits and grades, rank in class (when available),
and certification of graduation. Applicants must also submit SAT Reasoning Test or ACT scores.
Applicants whose primary language is not English must also meet the English language proficiency
requirement specified by each university. Applicants may be required to submit additional information
or data to support their applications.

ITEM 3. Amend subparagraph 1.1(2)"b” (1) as follows:

(1) Decisions on admission to a regent university are based on the following four factors:
performance on standardized tests (SAT Reasoning Test or ACT); high school grade point average
(GPA); high school percentile rank in class (when available); and number of high school courses
completed in the core subject areas. Fhese-factors-are-used-in-the-following-equationto-calculatea

regent-admission-indexA(RAH: A primary regent admission index (RAI) will be calculated for each
freshman applicant using the formula below when the high school has provided a class rank.

(5 x number of
(1 x high . high school
_ 2x AC.T school rank 20 x high courses
RAl = composite 2 expressed as a *  school grade completed in
score) - point average) -
percentile) the core subject
areas)

NOTE: For purposes of calculating the primary regent admission index, the ACT composite score
has a top value of 36 (SAT scores will be converted to ACT composite equivalents); high school rank
is expressed as a percentile with 99 percent as the top value; high school GPA is expressed in a
four-point scale; and number of high school courses completed in the core subject areas is
expressed in terms of years or fractions of years of study.



BOARD OF REGENTS AGENDA ITEM 3e
STATE OF IOWA PAGE 3

ITEM 4. Amend subparagraph 1.1(2)“b” (2) as follows:

(2) Graduates of approved lowa high schools who have the subject matter background required
by each university and who meet the regent admission index of 245 required for automatic admission
will be admitted to any regent university. Applicants who do not meet the regent admission index of
245 for automatic admission or for whom a regent admission index cannot be calculated may, after
an individual review of their academic and test records, and at the discretion of the admissions
officers:

1. Be admitted unconditionally,

2. Be admitted conditionally,

3. Be required to enroll for a tryout period during a preceding summer session, or

4. Be denied admission.

The regent universities recognize that the traditional measures of academic performance do not
adequately describe some students’ potential for success. Therefore, the regent universities strongly
encourage all interested students to apply for admission. Applicants who feel their academic record
is not an accurate reflection of their potential for success are encouraged to provide supplemental
information explaining their circumstances, in addition to the application, academic transcripts, and
test scores.

An alternative regent admission index (RAI) will be calculated for each freshman applicant using
the equation below when the high school has not provided a class rank.

(5 x number of
(3 x ACT (30 x high high school
RAlI = composite + school grade + comg?%esde; the
score) point average) .
core subject
areas)

NOTE: For purposes of calculating the alternative regent admission index, the ACT composite
score has a top value of 36 (SAT scores will be converted to ACT composite equivalents); high
school GPA is expressed on a four-point scale; and number of high school courses completed in the
core subject areas is expressed in terms of years or fractions of years of study.

Freshman applicants from lowa high schools who have an RAI of at least 245 and who meet the
minimum number of high school courses required by the regent universities will qualify for automatic
admission to any of the three regent universities. Freshman applicants who have an RAI below 245
may also be admitted to a specific regent university; however, each regent university will review
these applications on an individual basis, and admission decisions will be specific to each institution.
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